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ADVERTISEMENT. 


WISHING to do full juſtice to the 
Characters deſcribed in this Work, 
the Editor will moſt thankfully re- 
ceive from en e eee any facts 
oned in the preſent Edi- 
tion, chat he may be enabled in a 
future Edition „ to make amends for 
the omiſſions i in the preſent. 


Correſpondents are requeſted to 
addreſs for the Editor, to be left at 
the Publiſher” * 
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MRS. ABING TON. 


we muſt differ — from the many 
memoirs already given of her in various 
Magazines, &c. We fhafl adhere ſtrictly to 
the truth, of which we have the moſt mi- 4 
nute information, and we muſt neceſſarily _ 
be very circumſtantial, and relate trifles a 
which otherwiſe might have been neglected, 

Vorl. II. | B but 


. a he eB a pain; Heh 36 Va 


( 2 Þ 


but that this new narration: has to combat 
and contradict all thoſe already publiſhed, 
In the beſt account,” a ſearch, for her 


immediate deſcent is avoided ; yet her fa- 
| mily is traced back to CanrisToPHER 


BAR rox, Eſq. a man of an ancient and 


| honourable pedigree, near Norton, in Der- 
byſnire, who at hie acceſfion of King 
WIIIIAM III. left four ſons, one a Ce- 
Ionel in that King's army, another a Ran- 
ger of one of the Royal Parks, the third 
a Prebend of Weſtminſter, and the fourth 


(the youngeſt) was the grandfather of our 
preſent Heroine. This genealogy we can- 
not controvert—but we muſt lament the 
deſcenſion, as Mrs; ABinGTON's father 
was a- ſoldier in the Guards, and after- 


wards a cobler, in Windmill-ftreet, near 
the Haymarket ; and ber-brother watered 


horſes for wh * in Hanway-yard, 


| Theſe edn many 21 b amb; 


| have en quite but that we ſuſpect the. 
2 * 


< 3 3 „„ 
Preſs has been influenced, arid we are 
anxious to do ECTS the hiſtory: .of fo 
eminent an Aarels, to explode falſehood, 
and to ſbew how the loweſt, individual 
may in time _ the ee eir- 
ehes 254. 5: AF 
Her father” 8 ds 4880 too anal to. 
0 him to beſtow any education on his 5 
children, or even to provide them bread; 
and FAR R Y BAR TON, our preſent ſubject, 
was obliged to run ctrands for à liveli- 
hood, when a girl; Mr. BADDELEY can 
corroborate this fact, Where Was ap 
prentice to à cook, ſhe fell Laken with a 


laden baſket, and cut her arm on 4 broken © 


egy: the. mark of which ſtill remains. 

. Shewns engaged by a French Milliner, 
ani lived in the firſt floor of the houſe 
mo poſſeſſed by BarLty-and Lows, in 
' Cockſpur-ſtreet, to run meſſages. In this 
ſituation ſhe pleaſed much, and being very 
quick of apprehenſion; ſhe ſoon picked up 
a ſmattering of the French language; but 
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her attachment to her old companions, i in 
- a ſhort time ſuperſeded her duty—ſhe ne- 

| geſted the buſineſs of her 1 and 
was diſcharged. | 

A vender of bouquets was the next oc- 
cupation ſhe aſſumed, and ſhe was. well 
known about St. James's Park by the title 
of M ſegay Fan. Her amours at this time 
were followed by a diſagreeable conſe- 
ny After her health was reſtored in 
a public hoſpital, ſhe found herſelf unable 
to go out for want of apparel. SALL 
PaxkzR, who at that time kept a con- 
venient houſe in Spring-Gardens, while on 


a viſit to ſome of her Nymphe, eſpied our 


ſituation, promiſed to relieve her. She 


accordingly mentioned the circumſtances, 


BYRON, a Weſt-Indian of fortune, who 
was on the eve of taking her from public 
buſineſs, and ho generouſly gave a fix 
nne to e 1 
and 


413 
and at the” FRO Wag requeſted SALT. to 


place her as ee in 1 ne 


Was going to leave, | 


_ Fanny” + quickneſs aid addrelsinhard. : 
ing the tea-kettle, or waiting at table, im- 
preſſed Mr. Byron with a favourable - 


opinion of her ſagacity, and on diſcovering 
that ſhe could ſpeak French, he recom 


mended her to Mrs. Parr as ail ex- 


cellent waiting-maid, and the was imme. 


diately appointed to that office. Her miſ- | 


treſs being -deprived by her 


the company of reputable female” Ken 5 


and denied the company of diſreputable 


ones by Mr. Brom, Fanny. was . not 5 


not only made her attendant, but af 


he was clegantly.drefled out to ee. 


SIL PARA to Vayxhall;andother pub- 


bn places—and Ea e 


Mr. [Byzon's pety ch 
for, [edi he. Fa! the viracy.of Mk 
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the became the companion of the cele- 


1 
and he found no difficulty in obtaining her 
favours. But eu MmFos ne: diboveiy 
of the amour, ſhe inſtantly-diſcharged-her 
rival, fearful that her oy ſovereignty wer 
the gre eden 
Miſs Bax ron had now ſeen ſomething 
ets life, and had ſtu- 
died its manners. Being poſſeſſed of ſome 
fine cloaths, ſhe reſolved to re- aſſume her 
former occupation, but in a higher ſtyle: 


rated CHRANLOT TE Hayss, now Mrs. 


O'KeLLY, and was well known at the gen- 
tteel houſes about Covent - Garden: but 
ſhe was neee, | 


her beauty for pecuniary favours: - ' 
About this period, 17 fa, the late Mr. 
TrzornilLuUs CIE BZA, fon of eee 


 CiBnzs, Eſq. Poet Laureat, (a Comed: 
of eminence) in his days pee bad | 


obtained a licence of the Lord Chamber- 


. Plays for a certain number 


HER of 


. 
of nights at the Haymarket. To chis 
Theatre our Heroine was invited to make 
her firſt appearance. The character ſhe 
attempted was Miranda, in the Buſy Rady, 
which ſhe executed with great ſpirit and 
propriety, remained a favourite at that 
Theatre during the ſeaſon, and procured 
an engagement at the Theatre then under 
Mr. SIMPSON'S, ms ey . 1 
Rath. | 

. Swine: an n to 
Ar. KIxe, and an object of jealouſy to 
Miſs Bazzs, who then lived with that 
Gentleman. in the following Summer 
ſhe. performed at Richmond, where the 
late Mr. Laczr, then a principal Pro- 
prietor of Drury- Lane, addraſſed her with 
ſacceſs, and in conſequence of her kind - 
neſſes he engaged ber ſar his om Ten 
tre. | 
Miſs "Bach „ 8 
bf a tolerable: education, and laudably re- 
D dhe had been 
recommended 


Sl 


/ 


1 
" reeommiended to board and lodge in æ re. 
ſpectable houſe, and immediately engaged 
a Wii riting and Muſic Maſter, the laſt of 
e Mr. AsixG ron, inſinuated him- 
ſelf into her affections, and ſecretly re- 
ceived favours, without the leaſt injury to 
her character, until one night ſhe lighted 
him don ſtairs, and, as the people of the 
houſe ſuppoſed, ſhut him out ſhe returned 
to the - company 6 of her hoſteſs, and as ſhe 
always had her bed warmed, the fervant 
ventat the uſual time to do it ; but what 
was her aſtoniſſiment when on running the 
pan. full of red-hot coals ãn at the foot of 
the bed, .it ſalated the poſteriors of Mr. 
ABINGTON, who ſeapt up with. uncom- 
mon alacrity, and put on his cloaths, 
while the maid - ſervant roared out murder! 
thieves ran out of the room, and left 
the bed to burn, riſking the fafety of the 


5 1 A 


duct. MU BARTON, in defence, aſſert 

cd marriage; but that not being believed, 
they were obliged to leave the houſe late at 

night, and jointly find a lodging. In a 


few days after this, our heroine Sue the 
affections of a n, WAR in thre 
four months expend: 
ſand pounds upon her, Heimchen 
the moſt elegant manner a firſt and ſecond 


floor in St. 'Martin's-lane, and preſented 
her with jewels, andmanyvaluablepreſents. 


His friends, however, ſaw. his folly, and 


intimated it to his father in the Weſt In- 


dies, who immediately diſpatched a man- 
date for his return. Miſs Bax rox went 


with him to Portſmouth, where he repeat- 
ed the ſincereſt affection for 
her; gave her a bank note of 500l. and 


edly d 


aſſured her that on his return, which 
ſhould be within twelve months, he would 


make her his wife, if ſhe ated properly in 


his abſence, Our heroine ſurpaſſed him in 
her nt AX 
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vent on board: the ſhip and ſhe returned 
next morning to London, and married Mr. 
-ABINGTON, Who, no doubt, threw a N 
1 5 66454 ber late acquired wealth. 

Fer devoted Cres finding he wind bad 
changed, and that the veſſel would not pro. 
| bably fail for two-or three days, reſolved to 

pals afew happy hours with his ezamorato, 
and arrived in London about twelve 
o'clock at night. Heiknocketl loudly at 
the door. - The maid ſervant came to the 
window, -and-enguired what he wanted ? 
She was anſwered, that he was her maſter, 
and wanted Miſs BT: — but what 
das his aſtoniſhment wiien ds was inform. 
ed, that there was no Miſs BARTON in 
that houſe, as ſhe had that day m- 
Mr. ABIN S Ton, and was then in bed 
with her huſband. Witt the bittereſt ex- 
clamations, he inſiſted on ſeeing her. She 
Nipped on ſome cloaths, opened the door, 
and told him that it really-was as the maid 
nad informed him, but that ſhe cauld go 
3 C7 and 


© = » 


and ſtay. all night with him neyerth 
As he really loved her, this only aggravated 
his torture, and after beſtowing ſome me- 
rited epithets; he deſerted her for ever. 
On. perceiving that there was but litle 
Wee "of. en at Drury-Lane 
atie it. deſire of ex 

celling vette ber through the oppoſing) 
intereſts. f UW; Mackkin and; Miſs: | 


riod, under — wet ſunſhine o of the⸗ 
atrical family intereſt, to public favour) ſne 
reſolved on pain to Ireland, whither 


with mbichthe win ited by active; ae 
they being called forth by the general hand 
al on the Dublin. Stage, 
(the beft ſeminary. for thoſe | of London) 
(he: Bok — ſhot leah: but « even out- 
| __ 5 *. 0 5 
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| her exceting in The department, and 
it became quite the faſhior to e SoR- 
nets, caps, ribboris, & c after her; 

In this admired point of view, it 1955 
to be wondered, that, among a people, one 
of whoſe characteriſties is gallantry, — 
of the young faſhionable Nobility- and 
Sentry paid their complimentary addvef.. 

ſes to ſo attractive an object, and to whielv 
it will hardly be tage that red liſtens 
with an inclining ear. 

Whether Mr. ABINGTON:. winked at 
her conduct, or was ignorant of it, we Can- 

not decide: being a Royal Trump. y, he 
was obliged to attend the Coronation of 
his prefent Majeſty, and on his return to 
Dublin, arriving early i in the morning, he 
went directly to his deary, and found her 
in bed with Mr. NE EDHANM. This pro- 
duced am open rupture; articles of ſepara- 
tion were drawn up with all poſſible dif. 
patch, nor has Mrs. ABINGTON' cohabit- 


el with her buſband ever fince. by bor 
Mr, 


3 


4 


caldera aac Ge 1 
of family, fortune, and improved unden. 
ſtanding, Who had made the tour of En 
rope, and was Member of Parliamer 
Newry, inthe County of D N her 
to live with him; and this ©onnexian - 
brought to bear, through an approving 
choice of the minds on both fides, rather 
than the gratification of any other wiſh. 
Pets; mi w! 3 that he de- 
| lighted in no — much 2s her v. 


kind of cultivation. axill be Sund 
eee en; Wu 
acts, in wich, re benen th 
now ſo accompliſhed. | 
Mr. Nevonane being called: 8 
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native country; where her vanity was ſoon 
 gratified by a warm invitation from GAxk- 
RICK ; but Mrs. PRITCHARD and Mrs. 
Civ were then paſſeſſed of thoſe parts 
in which Mrs. ABINGTON had made fo 


- favourable an impreſſion on the Dublin 


audience. The Wide Belmour, howe 


ver, which is peculiarly adapted to her ſtile 


of acting, lay open to her, and eſtabliſhed 
her in the Public's judgment as a valuable 
re- acquiſition to the London Theatre, 
which favourable opinion was corroborated 


by her exhibiting ſome other characters, 
ſuch as Araminta, in the School for Lovers; = 


Belinda, in All in the Wrong, c. 
But another occaſional fſlackening, as 


well as intermiſſion of her theatric advance- 


ment, was Mr. NZD RHAu's very infirm 
tate of health, whom ſhe, from a ſenſe of 
duty and affection, attended to Bath and 
other places, that might be thought moſt 
conducive to his recovery; but a conſti- 


tutional malady, under which he had la- 


boured 


Wb 


boured from his infancy, at laſt getting 
the better of his philoſophic reſolution, and 
threatening him with the approach of that 
final tribute, which is to be paid at one 


iime or other by all mortal beings, he be- 


thought himſelf of leaving out of the reach 


of adverſity, a faithful friend and compa- 


nion, who had devoted herſelf to him. 
His heirs diſcharged, in a very honourable. 


ene! the proviſion he made for her. 


As ſoon as ſhe recovered from her grief 
| for ſuch a loſs, ſhereſolved to make attain- 


ing the ſummit of comic fame the ſole ob- 
je& of her future paſſion, and to that end 
moſt luckily intervened the Stage's: priva- 
tion of Mrs. PxITCHARD, and Mrs. 


| Crivs, by which event ſhe had an oppor- 


tunity of appearing with eclat in Eſtiphania, 
in Rule a Wife and Have a Wife; Mri. 


Oakly, in the Fealous Wife ; Maria, in 


the Nonjuror; and what may be termed 
her chef d auvre, Lady Teaale, in the School 
. e Thoſe cha 


racters juſtly raiſed —_ 
Ca - Mm. 


— 
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has the een of fame A Comic | 
Ares. 2 

” in | 2m0urs, * now „ reſolved 
to ſeparate her lovers into two different 
claſſes: the firft, thoſe whole liberality 
might enable her to live in ſplendour; and 
the ſecond, thoſe whom her humour 

pitched upon. For this purpoſe, ſhe had 

various houfes 1 in town for her various ad- 
mi gnations with Mr. Jerrxx- 5 


While my Lord .— now Mar- 
quis of L-——uz, allowed : her fifty 
TP NE een rn : 
Houſe, the corner of. Clarges-ſtreet, Picca- 
dilly, and continued this generoſity until 
he married. Mr. Dunas fucceeded his 
APIs her humble ſervant. 
Having ſome difference with the Mana- 
gers of Drury-Lane, ſhe in November 
1782 made her firſt appearance en 


* as * Flutter, | in the e e 


From 


6 17 5 


From this period, her fame has view gra- > 

| dually on the decline, as ſhe advances' in 
years, and indeed her figure does not be- 
come the ſprightly girl or young lady of 


faſhion. To force attraction, ſhe has had 
recourſe to many exotics ; Lucy, in thjñůe 
Beggars Opera, and Scrub, in the Beaus 
Stratagem, ſhe has lately repreſented ; the 
novelty drew many people to ſee her, but 
the attempt acknowledged her. ee 
and leſſened hereſtimation.  - | 
| When her charms failed in theis aluel 
power, and conſequently her pecuniary: e- 
moluments decreaſed, the ſtill was anxious 
to ſupport her uſual magnificence. To 
their ſhame be it told, that many noble 
families admitted her on the moſt familiar 
and friendly terms; — fond herfelf of flat-. 
tery, ſhe has ſtudied, and is an adept in 
beſtowing it on others : her intimacy with 
perſons of faſhion induced her to dip into 
their vices, and by an unlucky turn of for- 
wt tune, 
C =» 
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mme, 3 . of 
her principal property at play. 
This circumſtance, we preſume, is he 


reaſon the continues on the Stage, when 


-her power of pleaſing is almoſt gone. She 
ſtill retains the elegant manners of polite 


life, and diſplays. the evident ſigns of a 


poſed that acorpulent Lady, between fixty 
and ſeventy, can happily perſonate a ſpright 


ly girl of cightcen. At ene time her dreſs 
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non we meet of them; not but maſt — 


Mr. Pana was an apprentice to ͤ— 
Tin Smith, in St. Martin's-le-Grand, em : 
his breaſt firſt glowed with deſire to wield 
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the wits As Davy ſays i in Bon 
Ton, A ſix- penny worth at one of the 


Houſes was his greateſt gratification; yet 
he was often obliged to depart before the 


Play was over, to prevent the remon- 
ſtrances or reproaches of his maſter. 


While theſe fix penny gentry are wait- 


Ing at the doors until the time arrives for 


the admiſſion of half-price, they deſcant 
on the merits: of the Performers with the 
greateſt freedom, gravity, and confidence ; 
and among thoſe celgtial Critics Mr. 

Farren. ſoon diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 


his acute remarks. - Flattered by his in- 


genuity as an amateur, he was led to put 
in practice the improvements himſelf hal 
ſuggeſted, and as his apprenticeſhip was 


drawing towards a concluſion, . and he had 


greater liberty of enjoying his evenings 
from home, he became a member, and a, 


_ conſpicuous one, of a 1 Club, at 
| ys: Tun uu rin”, ary 


Here 


1 


expected, in the practical part of the pra- 
ſeſſion, and en. with . defe- 
rence and attention to the correctians of 
his pronunciation. Hats —— 
ed to Mr. Var ES, wha, pleaſed with his 
appearance, voice, and good ſenſe, ap- 
prenticed him to — WE time ; 
expired with the Tin- man. :” 
Mr. YaTEs was at that time; and Git ; 
PY Manager and Priming of the-Bire 
mingkam Theatre to that town he 
conveyed our young - Hero, who made his 
debut with evident nn 2 
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try, and reflected. ſuch | honove on the 
judgment of his. Tutor, as "tn My -- | 
YATES. to bring him out at Drury-Lane, _ \ BY 
in the Penghdy of Medea, far * | 
Benefit. : 
His * 
Audience with favourable ideas of his ta- 
lents, The ſpirit he evinced, though ra- 


022 


1 — experiance 


would poliſh, and that when placed in the 
genial ſoil of London, thoſe gifts which 


Nature had beſtowed on him, would ren- 
der him an excellent Actor, when refined 
and moulded by art: nor was the Pub- 
he much miſtaken, as he has proved him- 


ſelf, if not a firſt- rate, *. a eee 
ſecond- rate actor. 

Mr. VArESs obtained bien an x engage- 
nes in Drury-Lane; and as Love forms 


a leading feature in the memoirs of the 


hiſtrionic heroes, Mr. Farzen about this 


time commenced an attachment with a 
ſpectable tradeſman in Worceſter, and to 


hoſe huſband was a re- 


whom ſhe had eight children. 
After the demiſe of Mr. GARRIc, 


| e ee was deſtitute of any Tragic 
Actor of merit, and 1a the general encou- 
ragement which was given, the exertion 


of talents, Mr. Fax AEN had every ſcope 


he poſſibly could with for. He had al- 


ready 


03 


ready been commended 3 he was young, 
and the Managers were determined to put 
his powers to the moſt ample teſt, in thne 
hope of drawing forth ſuch abilities as 


might honour and ſerve their Theatre. 


Othello and other firſt-rate Characters he 
repreſented with conſiderable  eclat, and 


favour, yet his ſucceſs did not attract 


. and er ki is clevation | 

was tranſient. _ 1 
Mrs. S1ppons foon 3 5 
and Mr. Fax x imagining himſelfthrown 
too much in the ſhade in the Plays with that 


lady, and being refuſed her aſſiſtance hy 


the Proprietors on his Benefit night, 
though ſhe performed for Meſſts. SMT, 


Paruzx, BzxsLET, and BAEAZ Ton, he 


conceived himſelf ill- treated, and when 
the term of his articles expired he enliſted 
under the banners of Mr. HARRIS, at 
Covent-Garden; where he was allowed 
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Hor ſome timgzyo tdi cher heights of the 
Drama, but where he is now nearly fallen 
- hain dna OM which he offiized 


About : right years 220 FR a an 
eee e ts, a gentle- 
man poſſeſſed of ſome what more than a 
thouſand per annum; and ſuch affection 
Fasan eaſily perſuaded him to come and 
live in his houſe. He has taken an ele- 


n abet e his friend's 

Weser, this with the emolu- 
tions, and an annuity her himdred 
pounts poſſeſſed by Mrs. Farrzn, enable | 
them to live. in great fplendour. They keep 
a carriage, footmen, &c. and Mr. FAA ATX 
thinks there is no neeeſſity of Leveiving the 
world, by telling that he is net at the 


whole erpence. 
The 
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The . * of Mr. Faxnun — 
is certainly at its height. pfleaſei wem 
eye both in countenance and perſon, but 
is now grown rather clumſy :—rhis voice 
is very powerful, and capable of variation; 
and although he ſeems to have laboured  _ 
to expreſs his Author with great animation 
and beauty, yet his efforts have not ex- —- } 


- 


tended beyond paſſive propriety, © The 
graces he ſhould particularly court, for his | 
deportment ĩs by no means genteel or 


A. * 


Ez gant ; and his paſſion too often makes him 0 

7 deſcend from the dignity of his character, = 

's by: Mine th and Wie his eyes, and uk. 
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IN the courſe of theſe Memoirs we have 
met with:many heroes and'heroines, who 
have at -e. er vil 5 
eur W ſubzeg, who, in poiſon of 
one of the fineft voices ever heard, ne- 
glected Terpſichorefor Melpomene. Tra- 
gedy is indeed the ſphere in which every 
ſtage· ſtruck youth firſt pants to ſhine ; yet 
we own aſtoniſhment that the gifts of Na- 
ture did not firſt point out Mr. Bax x 15ER 
as a Singer. 
This Gentleman was born in Glovcel- 
terſhire: while he was very young, his fa- 
_ was appointed to a ſnug living in the 
CEE — Viftualling- 


C27) 
Victualling- Office at Deptford, --Here 
our hero formed intimacies with the mem 
bers at CARR's, a ſmall Company who 
performed in the villages in the vicinity of 
London, and who were then at Deptford. 
He was admitted behind the ſcenes, and 
often uſed his influence with his father's, 
neighbours, to procure the loan of a bed 
for Deſdemona, or a fine candleſtick for 
Lady. Macbeth. One evening he aſſiſted 
in conveying from his father's cuſtody; ſe- 
veral empty hogſheads to roll about and 
make thunder for King Lear; but bad 
they been full. of Bacchus's juice, the an- 
tient Briton would have n n 
elemental tempeſts. 
is familiarity with the Gull of | 
the ſock and: buſkin inclined him to their 
mode of living, and excited his defire to 
commence Actor. Before he was eigh- 
teen, he performed Romeo, and afterwards 
Richard the Third, &. in which parts the 
people of. Deptford gave him very flatter- 
5 = ing 


0 869 ES 


ing epa pot he never entered a as a 
RE in this Company. 2 0 
His propitious onſet fired him with 35 
825 to attempt the capital at once; he ac- 
cordingly procured recommendations to 
Mr. GARRICE, who declined engaging 
him, alledging, that HoLLanD and O'Bz 1— 
xx were ſuch favourite Tragedians, that a 
raw recruit would have little opportunity 
of diſplaying his talents. This refuſal did 
not, however, abate the ardour of Mr. 
BANxIST ER; he obtained an engagement 
for Norwich, where he inſtantly entered 
on the good opinion of the inhabitants of 
that city, and for ſeveral ſeaſons was a "ey 
great favourite. 
Our hero was elected bis Fe o00TE as one 
that would be uſeful in the Haymarket; 
his debut here was as Will in the Orators; 
and on the ſame night Mr. Joun PaLuzs 
likewiſe made his entrie as Harry Scamper 
in the fame piece. Banx1sTER, who 
gave Imitations, had GAR RIC fitting on 
: one 


(29 » 


one hand, and O'Bz18y on the ethos 
which naturally abaſhed Mm: he, howes 
ver, 2cquitted- himſelf to the general fatis- 
faction, and was greatly applaudet. 
He imitated Tan DU and CnHaur⸗ 
ESS with. much facility and preciſion, 
His exertions in this line made great noiſe 
in the town, and GARRICK took GIAR- 
pix behind the ſcenes at the Haymarket 
one evening, purpoſely to have his opinion; 
That celebrated Muſician was delighted, 
and declared, that Ban x15Tzr's Likeneſſes 
were uncommonly happy, but with this © 
difference, that he had a bettar yolop Gan 5 
thoſe he imitatede. 

The next Summer he was ai for 
Ranelagh and Marybone Gardens, and 
ſung three nights in the week at each 
place. Beſide performing in Muſical Bur- 
lettas, he likewiſe gave his Imitations at 
thoſe places, and added to them Mrs. 
Don ux, who ſung in the orcheſtra with 

him, His fame in mimicry daily increaſed; 
| „ - be 
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he did not apel tho fauks of the -diibinkls; 
but gave their'belnties with undiminiſhed 


effect, ſometimes added graces: to them; 
and it is but juſtice to obſerve, that all 


Imitations ſince that time have been but 

caricatures or daubings compared with his. 
Mr. Garrick ſaw his merit, and en- 
n him for Drury-Lane, where he 


made his debut as Merlin, in Cymon. He 
remained a member of that Theatre, ad- 


vancing in his profeſſion, but without any 
remarkable circumſtance till after that Gen- 


. men s death. 


But the moſt genial ſoil to his REY 


vas the Haymarket. Here he was brought 


forward as an Actor, as well as Singer; 
and among the earlieſt of his performances 
that procured him favour, was his manner 
of ſinging the Song of Admiral Benbow. 
He e at the * 1 after 
Foor z died. 9. _ 
: Haring for "—_ years borer an eſta - 
1 222 bliſhed 


manded arvincreaſs of Hachen thelMas 3 
ess of Driry-Lane, which they would | 
* not conſent to ſo fully as he wiſhed 3 j and mn 1 
in conſequence, he articled himſelf te = 
HAxRIS: but matters — accom. of 
modated, and he returned to Old Drury . 
in 1785, where he continued till the com- 3 

: mencement of the ſeaſon 1 787 1788, | 

| when he deſerted it for the Royalty-The- 


atre, although his name was advertiſed r 

Steadh in the Qualer. a= 
Mr. Joun PALMER uſed every artifice 
to intereſt our hero in his cauſe, and no- 
thing but honeſt CHarLEs was ecchoed by 
every underling in that deſperate ſcheme. 
Mr. BAN NIST EA being of a warm temper, 
and preferring friendſhip to profit,” em- 
braced: the cauſe of the Royalty Theatre as 
his own ; he forfeited the good will of the 
Managers of the three Theatres-Royal, 
and his Has at wem: "he even 


ee eee of a 
- Theatre which was not fanctioned by AQ 
of Parliament, and combated every obſta - 
ele in defence of his profeſſed friend Mr. 
PaLuzs. A ſhort time, however, proved 
to the projectors of the plan, that it was, 
and muſt continue to be abortive ; and in 
this dilemma Mr. BanxisTzr was left to 
ſhift for himſelft. 
| Conſcious of having acted i in api - 
to the Winter Managers, and too proud to 
make the leaſt apology, or indirectly to ſo- 
licit an engagement, he quitted London, 
and performed at Norwich, Edinburgh, 
Kc. with great eclat. This was about the 
concluſion of Mr. Bowpzx's firſt ſeaſon at 
Covent Garden ; and as that Gentleman 
would not ſign aarticles, ſtipulating a for- 
feiture of ſalary, in caſe of indiſpoſition, 
Mr. Jonx Banx1sTER negociated and 
compleated an engagement for is father 
to commence the following ſeaſon. 
Previouſly 


K 5 


pretty to hisuBrat eb 3 
den, he renewed his iu with the Pub- 4 
lie at the Haymarket, „ — 

was received with' general and loud gra- 

tulations: he has retaltied hot fitua- 
tions as ufual ever fince. 
No Actor is more Telebräted for „ 
chris than CHARLES BANNIeren ; he : 


. 


- 


largely to eine without Laage 
or ill- nature, he now and then makes a 
remark, or a Bon Mot, on the conver- 
fation, which if they are not always bril- 
liant; yet they never are deſ picable; 
and told: by TI hae boca excite a 
-Combay * Bow Sete he met a 
Thief. Taker, with a man in cuſtody ;'he 
aſked the magiſterial mercury what of- 
fence his priſoner had committed, and be- 
ing told that he had ſtolen. a bridle, and 
was detected. ſelling it, CnauTk ob- - 4 
2 8 . 4 


- 
* 


ſerved, t nen he ee to Zoueh the 
. LB * 
Being in company 3 Mr. Nu 
eee, the Actors, he was aſked 
what he thought of the Likeneſſes, and 
replied, * Though I ſcorn a bribe, yet I 
cannot declare my opinion for M. 
Going into a Paſtry Cook's ſhop with 
Paxsoxs, the latter gentleman was very 
curious in examining an Electrical Eel, 
and enquired of CHARLES what ſort of a 
Pye he thought it would make? who an- 
ſwered, a foocking one. Theſe Puns 
have the more merit as they are e always 
readily faid and neatly delivered. | 
He is often invited to the moſt eminent 
public and private Societies, not for his 
_—_ Hong il but . vis good company; 
he 
i, befide _ . 
die which goes into the mouth of the —_ is lkewfe 
a * . 38 


+ Nix, a cant word for not bing. 


( 38.) 
he is a member of ths Fc ſpais 5 
Club, inſtituted by the Prince of WAL ES, 


and to which none but the moſt diſtin- | 


guifhed and ſelect perfonages : are admitted; 


—indeed His RoyaFHighnefs, who is parti- 
cularly partial to thoſe who have the blunt 


manners of an Engliſhman, ſhews a great 
predilection to him; ; frequently ſhakes him 


by the hand, and converſes with the moſt 
eaſy familiarity. 


His voice is a ſtrong clear Bak, with 


one of the moſt extenſive. Falſettos ever 


heard; they were finely contraſted in a 


Pantomime, performed at the Haymarket 
about eight years ago, in which he was 
dreſſed one half like a Huniſman, and the 
' other half like a Beau, in which he ſung a 


Duet; one part in the rough tone of a 
Sportſman, and the other with the moſt 


feminine ſhrillneſs. 


In ſuch characters as S in Love 


in a Vi Hage ; . in The Quater; 


un 
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MISS BRUNTON.. 


* „ 
* 


Nor ti eftcemed for her public talents: 
than for the ſtrict propriety of her canduẽt 
in private life, we enter on the Memoirs: 
of Miſs BxunToN with pleaſure, con- 
ſcious that her moral rectitude muſtprove 
an exception to the general opinion en- 
tertained of Players by the ſerupulous o or 
1lliberal claſſes of ſociety. 

Her father was formerly a 8 
Drury-Lane. The Drama had long float- 
ed in his imagination ſuperior to the pro- 
duce of the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, and 
ſome trifling embarraſſments in his affairs 
ſuggeſted to him * of converting 
Vor- II. _ 


(3B) 


His lt for the Buſtin, which he had 

hitherto conſidered as an amuſement, to 
a means of procuring a livelihood, if not 
a fortune. He took his family with him 
and went to Norwich, where he became 
a theatrical favourite, .and was ſoon after 
engaged for Bath, a ſituation of more 
emolument and reſpeCtability. 

His ſucceſs here was equally flattering, 
and to the reputation of a tolerable Actor 
he added that of a won d- be Author ; he 
ſhewed a neat turn of thought, which was 
happily evinced one day previouſly to his 
Benefit, when he was ſcating on a piece 
of ice near Bath, 1n the preſence of many 
genteel perſonages, among whom was the 
Dutcheſs of DEvoxs RIA E; being a pro- 
ficient in the art, he cut his name in the 
ice, and was obſerved by the Dutchefs, 
who exclaimed, © extremely eaſy.” Mr. 
BRUNTON replied with great ſubmiſſion, 
I wifh I was as eaſy as your Grace.” 
The generous fair-one took the hint, and 


* 


0 


when. ſhe reached . a. e 
pound note, as a en a few ticket 
to his night. d 

For ſeveral years FRY had: looked with" a 
fond hope to the fame of his daughters, 
whom he intended to introduce on the 
Stage, and took great delight and pains in 
their inſtruction, particularly the eldett,- | 
who is our preſent ſubject. She was re- 
garded as a ſluttiſn, indolent girl, by the 
members of the Theatre, and her pre- 
ſumption in ſoaring at once to the heights 
of Tragedy, it was thought would be per- 
fectly humbled at her firſt attempt. 
She made her debut in Bath in the be» 
ginning of the year 1785, as the Grecian 
Daughter; and previous to the Play, the 
following Addreſs, written by Mr. Mr 
LER, Was 12 by her _ 


* 
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Sweet dope! for whom his anxious parent burns, 


If from his tour the traveFd heir returns, 
With each accompliſhment that Europe knows, 


With all that Learning or her fon, beſtows ; 

With Roman Wit and Grecian Wiſdom fraught, 
His mind has ev'ry letter'd Art been taught. 

5 N ow the fond father thinks his boy of age, 
To take an active part in Life's vaſt ſtage; 

And Britain's Senate opes a ready door 

To fill the ſeat his fire had fill'd before. 
There when ſome queſlion of great moment ſprings, 


Hell le, then.” June oe _,” loudly 


rings; | 
He ſpeaks—th? enraptur'd liſtening throng admire 


His voice, his argument, his genius, fire 


The fond old man, in pure extatic joy, 


— the gods that gave him 1 
.... havet i wanng— 
Deſpair, and ſhame, and forrow make him rue 


The hour he brought him to the public view. 


And now what tears! what doubts, what joys I 
| feel! ” | 
When my firſt hope attempts her firſt appeal; 
Attempts an arduous taſk—Evphrafia's woe— 
Hor parents nurſe—or deals the deadly blow! 


10 -41 + „ 
Some ſparks of genius—if I right WP a _ 
Vou'll find in this young Novice of the . ** 


Elſe had not J for all this earth affords | 
Led her thus early on theſe dangerous boats. 


If your applauſe give ſant᷑lion to my —_ 
And this night's effort promiſe future fame, 
She ſhall proceed—but if ſome bar you ar 
And that my fondneſs made my jnugment bad, 
Diſcern no voice, no feeling, ſhe poſſeſs, | 
Nor fire that can the paſſions well expreſs; 

Then, then for ever, ſhall ſhe quit this ſcene, 
360 the plain houſewile, not the Tragic Queen. | 


The unf. en reports circulated by 
thoſe who formed their opinions rather 
from external appearance than innate abi- 
| lity, operated in her favour the Audi- 
_ ence expected to ſee a mawkin,: but ſaw: ie” 
.CiBpBzrR. The applauſe was proportio- 
nate to the ſurpriſe; every mouth emitted 
her praiſe, and ſhe performed ſeveral parts. 
in Bath and Briſtol, a Phenomenon | in the 
theatrical hemiſphere. PRES, 

Sidon that talents may Fw | 


4 
waſte their beauties in obſcurity, after the - 


noiſe their novelty | has created, Mr, 
| BruNTON was indefa in ſounding 
her panegyric through Fin e ee, into 
the ear of London; and as the furor for 
Tragedy excited by Mrs. Sippons, had 
not then fubſided, Mr. Harris engaged 
Mifs BxunTon in hopes of her being, by 
her powers, enabled to make a ſtand againſt 
the 4f-Ipemene of the other houſe. | 
This was no ſooner known, than the 
Conductors of the diurnal publications, 
fome with a laudable defign of encoura- 
ging bluſhing merit, but more from a 
with of humbling Mrs. Stppoxs, by 
raiſing a rival, began to puff Miſs Bxvux- 
TON with indiſcriminate euloginm z—— 
voice, figure, face, elegance, judgment, 
pathos, expreſſion, and every qualification 
the was faid to poſſeſs; infomuch that the 
public curioſity was Taifed to ſuch a pitch 
that it was fearcely poſſible for her to 


—_ OE 
Anxious 
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- Abaious to avoid compariſon, the cloſe 
Horatia in the Roman Father, for het 
entrie in the metropolis, and ſhe was re- 
ceived with the moſt liberal applauſe by a 
crowded theatre; in the fifth Act the 
exerted herſelf 1 great 1 9 and fac- 
cels. | 

But the part was only ſecond in the 
Play. Hznptxson, who performed the 
Roman Father, with uncommon anima- 
tion, rivetted the attention of all preſent, 
and very much clowded the fame of our 
juvenile Candidate, whoſe miſtaken friends 
had extolled her abilities in the moſt ſu- 
perlative terms. This brought on com- 
pariſons with Mrs. Sippoxs, by which 
Miſs Bx ux ro ſuffered, although the was 
univerſally acknowledged an excellent 
Actreſs, and being fo young, of great 
promiſe. During her firſt ſeaſon ſhe was 
very much — but after that her 
attraction ceaſed. 93 5 

Her 


(4) 
_ Her perſon and countenance. wee by no 
means formed for Tragedy; ſhe is ſhort, 
luſty, and her features are neither deli- 
cate nor ex preſlive, but her voice is ſo- 
norous, flexible, and ſweetly melodious ; "2 
her deportment i is graceful, and her action 
nicely and judiciouſly adapted to the ſitu- 
ation; her enunciation is animated 
ſhe catches the fire of her Author, and is 
guided by a feeling heart. She certainly 
ſtands next to Mrs. $10pons i in a the train 
of Melpomene. 

In a ſhort Comedy, Called, The Child 
of Nature, in which ſhe performs the 
part of a ſimple innocent girl, ſhe has 
recently diſcovered talents that entitle 
her to a place among the votaries of Tha- 
lia, and in parts of Sentimental Comedy, 
ſhe certain'y js unrivalled fince Miſs Fax- 
REM has declined appearing in that line. 

' Mr. ReyNnoLDs, the Author of the 


Dramati aft has lately been laying his. heart 
at 


( 


at her feet, but we do not find that an 
union is likely to be the conſequence; 
indeed he would be a happy man to ob- 
tain the hand of a lady whoſe private cha- 
packer does honour to the London Stage. 


WHEN gray hairs are accompanicd by 
virtues, they have every claim to our de- 
ference and reſpect: and when virtues are 


found in a Theatre, they claim encomium 
not only as their due, but as a puniſhment 

to thoſe perſons who have none, and who 
attempt to laugh all morality out of coun- 

tenance. indeed morality is a ſtranger 
behind the curtain, 

What Mr. Hvuir's early . in 
life were, we cannot preciſely tell. He 
is one of the oldeſt Actors on the London 
Stage, and one of the moſt reſpectable 
men off! it. Not content with guiding his 

own 


— TOM 


tinguiſn the man from the fcoundrel, he 


has ever been ready to relieve the indigent, 
to patronize the friendleſs, and advise with 
mildneſs the profligate. 

A Theatrical Fund for the relief of. 
diſtreſſed Actors and Actreſſes was long 


| talked of, but never began until Mrs. 


HAMILTON, a once eminent Performer, 
was reduced to extreme poverty. This 
appeared a favourable criſis, and Mr. 
Huli, in conjunction with Mr. MATr- 
rocks, ſtepped boldly forward, called a 
meeting of the Performers, and addreſſed 
them on the expediency of making ſome 


proviſion for the ſuſtenance of thoſe wo 
by age or misfortune might be reduced 


te want: the ſcheme ſucceeded, and it 
was agreed, that ſix- pence in the pound 
ſhould be paid out of the weekly ſala- 
ries, towards raiſing a Fund for that 


Drury-Lane, where Mr. GAnRICGE per 
. 0 


% 


0 48 4 
. —— fx ns henefie, and where 


ere ſtill is a night ee Rn 
this hpdable en was eee 


Mrs. VArzEs, and the ſhameleſs reaſn 
they afligned was, _ * wauld never 
Want its aſſiſtance. 
The founding fuch an excellent lui 
tution, muſt perpetuate the philanthropy 
of Mr. Hur, who likewiſe claims an 
honoutable rank amumg men of Litera- 
and his Tragedy of Henry the Second, or 
Full of Reſumind, will be a Stock Play 
when he is no more... 

Soon after Mr. Colman line es 
the managernent of Covent-Garden The- 
atre, the better to attend to the Hay- 
Market; which was his ſole property, Mr. 
Hur was appointed to conduct the bu - 
| — 6 Rad, a-fituation' — | 


7 7 415 $4.73 ; filled. 


{I 
5 4 

' 

© 


filled three years with great credit, till 

finding it too laborious for his conſtitu- 

tion, he reſigned it, and Mr. W. Lewis, SE. 
C the preſent acting Manager, wa 

to be his ſucceſſor. . ny - 
Mr. HuLL is now a „ 


vanced in years, yet he ſtill officiates in = 
the Theatre. His parts are confined to = 
aged fathers,” nor is he under-the neceſſity | 
of counterfeiting: bodily debility. In 
ſuch characters as Prius; Fri r Lawrence, 
Sir Far Flodderdate, &c, he is Preciſely 
bare eee Mn . 
mingham every Summer, Where he is a „ 
| great favourite, and where he ſteps into — 
i 5 e eee the Drama | 
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Mx. EDWIN. 


— 


OF all the variety of portraits which we 
will have the honour of preſenting to the 
Public, few will be found to poſſeſs fea- 
tures more ſtriking and ontrẽ than thoſe 
of the celebrated repreſentative of Lingo. 
In ſome of the ſituations of this modern 
Buſſo we find qualities by no means con- 
ſiſtent with the caſe, good humour, and 
apparent ſagacity he brings with him to 
the Theatre; and while we learn how 
little a man's natural diſpoſition is to be 
deduced from his public performances, we 
alſo ſee how much eaſier it is to ad than 
to ſpeat from yourſe lf; and that to retail 
the wit of others with ſucceſs, it is by 
So REL 5 
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no means 3 to poſſeſs * « your 
own. 
Before Mr. EDwIx aneinpied the 
Drama, he had followed the occupations 
of a Hair-dreſſer, and of a Dancing-maſ- 
ter; the former, we believe, he praftiſed 
in Bath. His debut upon the Stage was 
in one of thoſe poor itinerant Companies 
whoſe records have ſo ſhort an exiſtence 
that we cannot preciſely mention the part 
he firſt appeared in. His merit, however, 
ſoon procured him an engagement in the 
Bath Company, where we find him a fa- 
vourite in Fops and in low Comedy. : 
About that time, (near twenty years 
ago) he firſt met with Mrs. WALMSLEV, 
who was then a Mantua-maker in Bath, 
reſpected by her neighbours, and in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a good buſineſs; and early in 
their acquaintance he prevailed on her to 
ſell all her property, amounting to ſome 
hundred pounds, which he received, and 
to live with him as his wife, in which fitu- 
; 3 2 ation 
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3 character ſhe bore him ſeveral 
children. 

Towards the concluſion of Foor Es 
management at the Hay-Market, ED wIn 
was engaged at that Theatre, where he at 
firſt performed very trifling characters, un- 
til Mr. Co.zyan acquired the command 
of the Summer troops, who, having a 
plan in agitation of purchaſing the Bath 
and Briſtol Theatres, to perform in during 
the Winter, and the Haymarket during 
the Summer, was anxious to render his 
Country Actors favourites in London, as 
| he intended to keep a regular Company, 
and to engage no Performers from Drury- 
Lane or Covent-Garden. The Bath and 
Briſtol Theatres could not be obtained; 
but the attempt occaſioned EDwWͤIx to be 
put forward in his profeſſion, and he diſ- 
played abilities worthy of encouragement. 

His ſucceſs in Tipple, in the Flitch of 
Bacon, &c. in the Summer of 1778, ren- 
Te him a defirable 1 to Mr. HAR- 
2 RIS, 
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R1s, who offered him terms to come to 


| Covent-Garden, which Epwin, thinking 
| inadequate to his deſerts, refuſed. To 


force him to compliance, Mr. PALMER, 
the Bath Manager, who is the particular 


friend of Mr. H. declined engaging him, 


and Eowin, rather than ſubmit to the 
dictates of Managers, joined an itinerant 
Company in the neighbourhood of Lon- 
don, where he received uncommon emo- 
| luments, and from whence Mr. Harris 
ſoon after thought proper to e him 
on his own terms. 

He had juſt acquired the reputation of 
an agreeable low Comedian, when the 
Muſe of Mr. O'Keers came forward to 
lift him into the warmeſt ſunſhine of pub - 
lic applauſe. The writings of that Gen 


tleman, and the acting of Epwin, are 
peculiarly adapted for each other, and 


neither of them cauld have acquired fo 
much celebrity without the mutual exer- 

tions of both. The Son in Law, The 
F 3 OG * 
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Fo dung NY: The eve a 
and Peeping Tom, ſucceſſively raiſed the 
fame of the Author and the Actor; and © 
it is generally admitted, that the wit of the 
one, and the humour of the other, are 
ſo far ſtretched beyond probability, that 
although we! are forced to laugh in the 
moment, yet the leaſt reflection makes 
us angry with ourſelves for being enter- 
tained with ſuch nonſenſe, _ 

The moſt favourite low Comedian, 
particularly with the Galleries, he has 
indiſputably been for many years; and 
we are ſorry that we cannot. beſtow thoſe 
encomiums on him as a man, which he 
has ſo often received as a Player. With. 
out taſte or humour in converſation, he is 
attached to company; without conviviality, 
| he is attached to the bottle; and without 

| honour or affection, he is fond of the fo- 

_ Ciety of profligate women. He has been 
ſo much intoxicated by Bachanalian po- 
: 8 8 as to be unable to perform before 
- he 
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the ee and apologies have been 
made for him; and to complete his cha- 
racer, which for the credit of the Drama 
we reluctantly. develope, he * Spring f 
deſerted Mrs. WALMSLET. | 

As that tranſaction is one of the ett 
conſpicuous in Mr. Epw1 „ip life, we think 
that a candid narrative of it will explain 
his character better than volumes of criti. 
eiſm. With Mrs. WALmsL EY, who re- 
linquiſhed all her views in life for him, 
he had lived with every appearance of ma- 
trimony for nearly twenty years; ſhe 
was introduced, and underſtood everx 
where to be his lawful wife, and had 
borne him ſeveral children, the eldeſt of 
whom, Mr. EDwin, Jun. has performed 
at the Haymarket, Brighton, ke. 

Mr. Enwix, however, thinking him- 
ſelf intitled to every indulgence which a 
lucrative ſalary could procure, and unre- 
ſtrained by any ſenſe of honour or duty to 
his family, formed an intimacy with a 


notorious 
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notorious diſhoneſt woman of the tow u, 


Who, having no regard for him, had left him 


when he would not gratify her avarice ſo 


fully as ſhe deſired. To force her to re- 


turn to him, he threatened to charge her 
with ſtealing his watch, a practice not un- 


common witzzgahat lady; and after this 
amiable couple were a little reconciled, he 


thought proper to bring her home to his 


own houſe. This ſtep was greatly re- 
ſented by Mrs. Epwix, who in every 
honourable point of view mult be conſi- 
dered as his wife, and in return he forced 


| her and her eldeſt ſon, who eſpouſed his 


mother's cauſe, out of doors, advertiſed 


them in the newſpapers, as not being his 


legal wife and ſon, and even deprived them 
of the means of obtaining a livelihood, 


by infiſting that they might be diſcharged 


from every Theatre where he performed. 
To comment upon this tranſaction is 
unneceſſary; every perſon of the leaſt ſenſe 
of honour or gratitude mult execrate it. 

Mr, 
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5 Mr. Epwix certainly has great merit 
I as an Actor, though he uſes too much 
) buffoonery. He cannot, however, adapt 
his abilities ſo happily to characters, as 


Authors have adapted characters to his 
abilities; hence the few parts of repute he 
ſuſtains in old Plays, his ee 
being confined to Clowns, Which he fre- 
quently 3 with _ natural ſim- 
plicity. . 

He is likewiſe an excellaat Burletta 
Singer. Though ſome Actors ſupport a 
more various caſt of characters, yet none 
more frequently appears before the Public. 
Of the other qualities which he is ſuppoſed 
to poſſeſs, we cannot allow his pretenſions. 
Neither wit nor humour have any place 
in his converſation; nor has he ever, 
that we learn, proved, by the moſt trivial 
production, that he is capable of an idea 

but what is ſuggeſted by the works of 
others; which does not give us a little 
ſurprize at the title of a late publication, 
| | | viz. 


17 : 
viz. © Edwin's Pills to purge Melanc hoh). 
— The only ingredients we know of to 
. purge ſorrow, are good humour and wit; 
the former of which he never was remark. 
able for exerciſing at home; nor has the 
latter ever been known to ecape him 
abroad. 1 
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MIS. MOUNTAIN. 
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THIS Lady, from her infancy, has been 
taught to revere the Stage as the moſt ho- 
nourable and agreeable of all profeſſions. 
Born to a public life, and that, rather 


of a contemptible kind, ſhe muſt now find 


herſelf extremely happy on a n 


footing in a London Theatre. 


She is younger ſiſter to Mr. W1LKIN- 
SON, the famous wire-dancer, who, we 


believe, is very well known all over the 


three kingdoms. In her infancy there 
was no proſpect of any proviſion for her 
excepting what ſhe could procure by her 


talents as a public Performer; and as her 


relations 


9 
relations were not in ſuch circumſtances 
as to enable them to perfect her in thoſe 
accompliſhments neceſſary for an Actreſs, 
ſhe was glad to article herſelf as an ap- 
prentice at the Royal Circus, having pre- 
viouſly experienced great indigence. 
In this ſituation her beauty attracted | 
the attention of the ſervants of that place, 
and her vocal abilities and appearance the 
approbation- of the auditars. ' She was 
rather negligent in her perſon, but ſtill ſhe 
was diſtinguiſhed from her young ſiſter- 
the term of her articles expired, ambi- 
tious of a more elevated ſtation, ſhe ob- 
tained an engagement with Mr. WiL- 
_ KINSON, Manager of the York Company, 
who, it ſhould u is no relation 
2 heroine. 
Placed in a These, Rey ad; for 
the firſt time engaged in regular Dramas, 
ſhe applied to the ſtudy of the profeſſion, 


rn mung n. dhe 
had 
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had ſome Vivacity, which, decorated by 
great beauty, and conſiderable merit as a 
Singer, rendered her an uncommon fa- 
vourite in Yorkſhire :—ſhe performed in 
almoſt every line of acting; and as ſhe 
generally acquitted. herſelf tolerably, the 
country folks were ſo blinded by her pretty 
| looks, that they gave her the name of a 
charming and very general Player. 
After ſerving a few ſeaſons under Mr. 
WI1LK1NSON, her fame had acquired ſuch 
ſtrength as to reach London, and Mr. 
 HarRis, who catches even at the ſhadow 
of merit, engaged her for Covent-Garden. 
Previous to her debut, which was in the 
end of the year 1786, the newſpapers 
teemed with panegyries on her abilities; 
ſhe was ſaid to unite the abilities of Mrs, 
JoRDAn and Mrs, BiLLINGTon, and 
even to excell both; but thoſe Puffs 
only tended to leſſen her in the public 
opinion, when ſhe actually came forward. 
The muſical, the ſerious ſentimental, 
Vor. II. 6 1 
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Ju the comic lines ſhe tried, but with 
little ſucceſs, and towards the concluſion 
of the ſeaſon ſhe dropped into her proper 
ſphere, that of a ſecond Singer. About 
the ſame time too, the heart of Mr, 

 MovnrTain, a Muſician belonging to the 

Band, beat fo much in harmony with her 

own, that previous to the ſhutting of the 
Theatre for the ſeaſon, _—_" were by holy 
wedlock made one. 

As a Performer Mrs. Moowrarcan 
only be conſidered uſeful ; ſhe has a pretty 
voice, and a pretty manner of ſinging 
and what is, perhaps, a ſtill greater re- 
commendation, ſhe has a very pretty face. 
In Operas her manner is fimple and 
agreeable, and for the department the fills 

we know of none better calculated, = 
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A Fondneſs for Fheatrical exhibitions 
begets a propenfity towards the Performers; 
and a deſire of their company. among the 
middling ranks of mankind ; which in a 
Little time grows into a with of attempting 
their profeſſon, from a hope of a genteel 
income, 1 profuſion of: Pale _ 
gie. | 

Mr. Duzxzx, who cn a. | regal 
probation to the buſmeſs of a Hatter, and 
who kept a ſhop in Dublin, was highly 
pleaſed with the fociety of the hiſtrionie 
| Gentlemen in that city; and as he ſung 
a good fong in company, and heard his. 
voice often complimented, he ſoon looked 
down 


( 64 ) 
down with. contempt on his mechanical 
maintenance, and felt his breaſt burn only 
for the ſoothing ſervice of Apollo. | 
Ihe report of his natural talents opened 


dhe way for his introduction to the Thea- 


tre; and his reception by the Public was 
ſuch as he had great reaſon to be pleaſed 
with. His voice was highly commended; 
but ſtudy and private practice were evi- 
dently very necelfary” to make him a cor- 
rect Singer.. 

While in Dublin this 8 made 
one of the beſt blunders unrecorded. — 
One evening, during the performance of 
the Jubiles, he was ſuddenly called to go 
on the Stage to ſing, © Behold this fair 

Goblet, *twas carv'd from the tree, &c.” 
Having miſlaid the wooden goblet made 
for the purpoſe, he, in the hurry, rather 
than keep the Stage waiting, ſnatched up 
a chryſtal rummer, and went on and ſung 
the ſong amid the loudeſt burſts of laugh- 
A dif- 
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A difference ariſing between Mr. His. 
Nis and. Mrs. KENNEDY, a Lady who 
generally officiated in male characters in 
the vocal line, Mr. DurrE , who had 
now ſeen ſome fervice in Dublin, was en- 
caged in her lead for Covent-Garden, 
where he made his debut the beginning: of 
this Seaſon. He has a good voice, but as: 
he has à great deal to learn, it would be 
yngencrons to SITE RA. al he kan 
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WI EN a man unites an excellence in 
| His profeſſion with an excellence of private 
character, he is doubly endeared to Society; 
indeed either are ſo powerful that they 
often beget an independent eſtimation in 
the world; and good nature or prejudice 
will never be wanting to defend the one, 
whilſt the tongue of calumny is buſy. in 
| beſpattering the other. | 
No man has aſſociated both with oreater 
propriety than the Hero of theſe memoirs. 
To his public character the town has long 
fince bore uncontroverted teſtimony ; to 
his private, the-very extenſive circle of a 
genteel acquaintance, ſubſcribe with plea- 
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fare, en is always the refult of fenfibs 
friendſhips |} . 
Mr. K1Nc comes dam a very a | | 
| ble family in the country of England; 
and was educated -at a good © Grammar 
School in the town of his birth. He 
was articled to an Attorney in London, 
but being captivated with the Stage, he de- 
ſerted his profeſſion, and, accompanied by 
SHUTER, joined a very humble Company, 
ſtationed at that time about twenty or 
_ miles Weſt of the Metropolis. 
This was likewiſe SHuUTER's firſt at- 
tempt, and various were the diſtreſſes and 
adventures they underwent in the courſe 
of a few campaigns in this ſervice; ſuch 
as being only a ſharer of four-pence half. 
penny a night, and two ends of candle; 
and being once under the neceſſity of ſteal- 
ing their Landlord's bign, which was 4 
aig he being a Baker. 72. : 
His parents on this occaſion; which ts 
too common a fault, behaved incautiouſly. 


— | | Inſtead | 
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Inftead a rechig him 
from ſuch a purſuit, by gentle: methods, 


and a remiſſion of the firſt offence, they 
at once abandoned him to his fortune, ag. 
if there was a taliſmanic power in the pro- 
faſſion that marked its votaries with f 
bation for life. 

- To ene of Mr. Kiyc's ſprightly caſt 
nad ſenſible turn of mind, the adventures 


They preſented to his view a number of 


undiſguiſed characters which he could ne: 
ver otheriſe have met with; beſide, they 
inſtructed him in: the ſehool of adverſity; 
an academy, though not mentioned in 
the catalogue of education, affords more 

practisal knowledge than the united efforts 
of the moſt poliſhed ſeminaries. 
He obtained an engagement in Bach, 
where he lived. with: Miſs BAK RR, ſince 
Mrs. KING. Abeut this tune Mrs. 
| ABINGTON; then Miſs-BarTON; was 
— to the * Theatre, and 


ſome- 
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ſomething more than ſtage affection ſub- 
ſiſted between her and our Hero, though” | 
greatly to the mortification of Miss 
F : ach 
His exertions were fo favourably re- 
ceived in Bath, that the Managers of 
Drury-Lane were tempted to engage him 
at a ſmall ſalary. The firſt character he 
appeared in there was the younger Brother 
in Comus, a part, we need not acquaint 
our Readers, in which Mr. Kivs could 
exhibit none of | thoſe ſprightly powers 
that have fince juſtly gained him univerſal: 
approbation. From this he got into others- 
of the fame ſtamp ; but from a piece' of- 
Stage manceuvre, which we cannot ex 
plain at this day, Mr. Kinc, during this 
engagement, never once filled a character 
that ſeemed ſuitable to his talents. This 
probably was the reaſon of his quitting: 
Drury-Lane ſoon after, and engaging . 
under Mr. SHERIDAN in Ireland. To 
this _ ſpot was reſerved the matura 
tion 


( . } 
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tion of his talents, as it was here he broke 
out a Comedian of the firſt rank, by going 
through almoſt the whole round of Co- 
mic characters, with no leſs applauſe to 
himſelf, than fatisfaction to the · Nodility 
and Gentry of that kingdom; every one 
was. ready to do juſtice to ſuch abikties; 
and whilit he moved in the circle of a very 
diſtinguiſhed friendſhip, he was no leſs 
the delight of thoſe genuine ſons of hu- 
mour, the inhabitants of the Galleries. 
Mr. KIs finding this country (6 
friendly to his talents, probably would = 
have made it his perpetual reſidence, had 
it not been for thoſe theatrical wars that 
ſoon divided that metropolis, fo as to oc- 
_ eaſton a general defection of the Perform- 
ers; and My. RIxO foreſeeing the length 
thoſe divifions- would run into, though. 
highly in favour with the Public, quitted 
the ſervice, and came over once more to 
General Garricx. The fame of his 
. hauever, few before him, and 
readily 
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readily procured dim a genteel ſalary; and 
the Manager was ſo ſenſible of having re- 
covered ſuch an acquiſition to his Stage, 
that he himſelf gave out the firſt play, 
(The Conſcious Lovers) in which he was 
to appear, and particularly mentioned 
the part of Tam, by Mr. Kixc, from the 
Theatre-Royal, Dublin, 

Mr. KinG had been ſo many years ” 
Ireland, and when in England, ſo nar. 
rowed in his parts, that he was quite ner 
to the Public. Under this novelty was 
included excellence; for, ſrom a few ſpe- 
cimens which he ſueceſſively gave of his 
Comic abilities, he transferred the good 
opinion of the people of Ireland to Eng. 

| land; and che fume merit, both public ant 
Private, gaired him the ſame line of re- 

Putation: he has therefore been long ar- 
counted one of the beſt Comic Actors of 
his time; take him all in all, perhaps the 
bet, But what ſeemed to confirm ins ef- 
3 Was- the 4 ef - Lord Ogtthy in 
| the 
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the Clanuęſtine Marriage, which he exe. 
cuted in ſuch a maſterly ſtile as to crown 
him with the moſt flattering applauſe, and 
greatly aſſiſt . run of that erobllant N | 
r 
On the A of Mr. = WEAK which 
happened at Briſtol, 1769, Mr. KING 
purchaſed his ſhare of that Theatre, which, 
under his management, turned out to 
conſiderable advantage, and, with his pro- 
tts at Drury- Lane, afforded him a e 
tive income. 
The Briſtol Theatre was, in a bew years 
hands, purchaſed by Mr. PALMER, 
Manager of the Bath Company, who now 
perform alternately a few. nights in the 
week at each city; and Mr. KinG having I 
been ſucceſsful: in his Managerical capa- 
city, was ready to embark in ſuch a ſcheme 
again on the firſt opportunity. 'Sadler's 
Wells was to be diſpoſed of, and he be- 
came a Proprietor ; but after toiling ſeyeral 
years, without much profit, he reſigned 
5 +. ys 
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his moiety - into Es hands of Mee. 
WRqQUGH TON: : 

A Comedy, which, hs * has * 
ranks inferior to none in the Engliſn lan- 
guage, gave Mr. KI Nr another opportu- 
nity of diſplaying the tranſcendency of his 


powers, in the character of Sir Peter : 


Teazle, a part; which he ſuſtains with ſuch 


celled ; and when Politics called. upon our 


modern Cox EYE to reſign: the reins of 
Theatrie Government, for the more ho- 
nourable igen the Senate, Mr. Has Ne 
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- Public; and he now wrote an Interlude, 


called a Dramatic Oglia, for his introduc- 
tion, which was received, as well as him 
elf, with the + Jonas of ap 


for the Sings e, 
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eels; and, in addition to this merit as an 
AQur, he has ac W a i 
Author. 

But arnid all Ae per- auben be 
had realhzed a handſome fortune kept his 
carriage — and was Manager of Drury- 
Lane Theatre, à paſſion, which had lain 
dortnant in his breaſt for years, now broke 
in upon eee e el ci 
"— 

When under tlie dominion wy Mr: 
SGaxxrek, and juſt emerging into pablic 
favdur, he diſcovered an inſurmountable 
itching for play. Our little-Rycius often | 
adviſed him to forego ſo dangerous a 
| tho received; but Mr. Kine having lat 
arent dente nein har of reco- 


— i upon of vn oon. 
reſolved 
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— — 
Fortune, whom he had formerly. found 
ſo fickle, when he arrived in his own 
houſe: he fell on bis knees,, an the firſt 
a bible ! a-bille!”" His wife believed him 
either inchriated or mad; but Fons got 
the boak, and, vawed: never- to touch a 
| dice-box again. 1 - 

This. vow he kept: for mary: vn 
and happy had it heen for him if he never 
able friends, more for the ſake of ſoeiet x 
than of play, he entered himſelf a M em. 
ber of Miz.es's Club, in St. James's-firect, 3 
about the year 1784 or 1785, ſfeeure, 
as he thought, againſt the alburements of 5 
the gaming table. To play a little by x 
of amuſement is almoſt neceſſary iv gennk 
teel Subſcription Houſes; but My. Kine, 5 
loſing ſome ſmall ſums, which-rather vexed 
him, ventured deeper and deeper for their 


Ax: - reco- 


ET 
recovery, until that fortune which he had 
been ene ne, * 
 Ciflipated. - . 

This, Pale PETER in a dern — | 


tuvate mcment. Doctor Fox p had an- 
nounced his intention of diſpoſing of his 


| ſhares in Drury-Lane Theatre, and Mr, 


KING had made overtures, as a purchaſer, 
but from his late ill luck, found himſelf 
. .,. SHERIDAN had offered to buy the whole 
of Doctor FoxD's property, and Mr, 
Kix wiſhed to be permitted to hold a 
_ for which he would: give good ſe+ · 
: this Mr. SHERInAN refuſed; in 
Bae Are of which Mr. Kr reſigned 
his ſituations of Manager and Actor at 
Drury-Lane, and was ſucceeded wy Mr, 
_ Ke8mBLE in the former... 5 
Finding it neceſſary now to 3 to 
the Stage for pecuniary aſſiſtance, he went 
about the concluſion of 1788 to Dublin, 
where he was received with the greateſt 

f ̃ warmth, 


cm ) 


warmth, and where his old friends TR 
ſtowed the greateſt panegyries and emo- 
lumem en his exertjons. 5 

During laſt Winter he has performed 2 
ſtipulated number of nights at Cayent- 
Garden, which have turned out beneficial 
both to himſelf and Mr. Harris the 
Manager. 

As an AQor, his Jang eſtabliſhed re- 
putation with the town makes it almoſt 
unneceſſary to ſubjoin any thing more to 
public applauſe. There is a pert vivacity, 
with a ſly knowledge of the world, which 
he poſſeſſes both in his face and manner, 
that are peculiarly his own, and render 
him an original in theſe caſt of parts. 

As a Prologue Speaker in the Comic 


ſtyle he is undoubtedly unapproachable. 


There is a happy diſtinction in his eaſe, 
manner, familiarity, and acting thoſe 


dramatic exordiums, ſo as to render them. | 


in his poſſeſſion, entertainments of the 
H 3 | faſt 
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firſt. kind; indeed, the audience are ſo 
ſenſible of this, that they never omit call- 
ing for them on thoſe nights the Pieces are 
repreſented, with an avidity : and 1 impatience 
that ſtrongly indicate their ns: | 


' # N 
4 2 BP 03 2 * * 54 
3 5 = 
. . * x . r 9 8 
#5 * PIR 3 Hd 
2 . - 
FIT a - * 
5 


| AMONGST the liberal vocations, there 
is not one where the / profeſſors, particu-. 
larly the female ones, are more ſubject to 
the general charge of dubiety of character 
than the Stage. Whether this ariſes from 


a courſe of irregularities that too often 


precede a commencement on the Theatre, 
the force of ſolicitation when on it, or 
the impreſſions left on their minds by the 


„ 
8 7. 


frequent perſonification of Jooſe-characters; | 


_ 6 hard to determine; probably they may 
all aſſiſt, en the charge, with very 
few exce „ not over malevolently 


founded. It becomes the biographer, hoπ] - | 


__ to contemn with lenity, and to dif- 
_ tinguiſh - 


5 unn the vicious by inclination _ 
and the unfortunate, 


M.iſs CHAPMAN is a native of Ame- 
rica, from whence ſhe was driven by the 
| hoſtilities that broke out in 1775 againſt 
Great Britain, Her father loſt a tolerable 
property by the diſturbances, and ſent our 
Heroine when very young to live with a 
relation in Yorkftire, who confidering 
her as 2 burthen on his family, ſecretly 
withed hen away; but conſcious of the 
odium he muſt incur by turning ber looſe 
on the world, he treated her with inſup- 
portable ſeverity, in hopes that hy ohliging 
ber to elope, he might pneſerur 3 
from repvoach. 
* as e Maſs 8 
MAN (a fituation too aften the cane a 
eee 2c: when a frrilling Cam- 
pany came to perfarm at the town where 
the refided. Among the Corps was a Mr. 
MazTox, who had mot heen long in the 


honourable terms, and Miſs Sara. | 


| than from - a tender pelo IN, nne 

As Mr. MorTon's income was in- 
adequate .to the maintenance of matrimo- | 
nal eſtabliſhment, his wife, as much from 
pecuniary motives as from: inclination, | 
immediately made her debut on the Stage. 
The reception ſhe met with Ws highly; 
pleaſing, which was, however, more owing; 


tual powers. She remained in a Theatri- 
cal life ſeveral years, until her huſhand's 3 
Dramatic furor was cooled by continual, 
penury, and aſſiſted by a few: friends he 
was enabled to return to the place of his 
birth (Shrewſbury). where he n into 
buſineſs. 1 ; 
His behaviour ) ane? with his 1 

5 banden a and whether his Kindred had 
| | poiſoned 
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Hved his liking, he treated his wife with 
great inhumanity, and without any appa- 
rent cauſe: the neeeſſuries of life he net 
only ſometimes denied her, but ſeverely 
She frequently eloped from his houſe, but 
was always nn e een 
additional rigounr. 

Finding her huſband's hoſtile: Abo- 
ton unalterable, ſhe reſolved effectually to 
leave him, and fled to Cheſter, where 
_ Joining a Company of Comedians, ſhe 
reſumed her maiden name, and dreading 
that the vengeance of her lied ſpouſe 
would follow her, the put herſelf under the 
protection of Mr. -HopcK1nsoN,-with 


where Counſellor D——s' mes ſolicited 
| her love, but in vain. | | 
In the Summer of 1788, — went to 
Margate, and as her talents were now 


Co. Oy ſhe met with general 
admiration. 


whom ſhe afterwards went to-Cheltenham, 


5 % » 


admiration. Her fame reached London, 
and induced Mr. Harris to engage her 
for Covent-Garden, where ſhe made her 
firſt n Tres arte A | 
Autumn. "I 
The tallneſs and tn of her * | 
the ſoft plaintiveneſs of her voice, and the 
eaſe of her deportment, prepoſſeſſed the 
audiencein her favour, :although herimu- 
diſcovered ſuch a portion of feeling and 
expreſſion as occaſioned the pieee to rn 
ſeveral nights: and in other characters ſne 
eęſtabliſhed the reputation an. 
Actreſs in the public opinion. 
iin ee eee eee 5 
ſiderable merit, although. it: has not been 
brought much into action of late; ſhe 
the Manager if made wore — 
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'Tais: G 8 the few ebe 
2 have deſcended from genteel: proſpects to 
the Stage, purely from inclination. With- 
out the ſtimulus of neceſſity, and in danger 
was impelled, as it were by inſtinct, to 
do the Managers without the forms of in- 
troduction, or the impediment of fear. 
= Mr. FenweL can boaſt of more reſpec- 
exions than the generality of the 
; 5 An Thelpia:! He was born, if we 

miſtake not, in Wales, where his relations 

now are, who gave him a liberal education, 

RASH to 
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to London foraccompliſhment in the Law, 
but his attention was directed from that 
purſuit, by a predilection for the Drama. 
Anxious to try how far Nature had quali- 
fied him for a profeſſion for which he felt 
ſuch fondneſs, and at the fame time anx- 
ious to conceal his paſſion from his friends, 
he judged in fo remote a place as Edin- 
burgh his attempt, if unſucceſsful, would 
be buried in oblivion. | 
Thither he went in the Summer of 
1787, and taking a lodging near the Thea- - 
tre, he ſoon betrayed his errand to ſome 
of the Corps who inhabited the ſame 
houſe, by ſpouting in his apartment; but 
he communed with none of them. Mr. 
Jackxson, the Manager, was perſonally 
applied to, and our Hero performed Faf- 
 fier, Othello, &c. under the aſſumed name 
of CAMBRAY., | 
The flattering reception he met with 
here, induced him to hope for general ap- 
probation in London. He waited on Mr. 
Vor, II. I HARRIs 
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Hungls, about the opening of Covent 
Garden Theatre, 1787, without any in- 
troduction, and coming to the point at 
once, told him he wiſhed to become an 
Actor. Mr. HARRISs replied, that there 
were many poſſeſſed of the ſame deſire, 
but few of the qualifications. Upon which 
Mr. FENNEL begged leave to put it in 
his power to judge, and immediately re- 
peated two or three ſpeeches ſo much to 
the ſatisfaction of his auditor, that a night 
was inſtantly ſettled for him to make his 
debut. 
Either from a defire of concealing his 
countenance, or a partiality for the part, - 
- hes ſelected Othello for his entre, and the 
encouragement given to his firſt efforts, 
emboldened him to drop the ſable maſk, 
and come forward as 7affer, Alexander 
the Great, &c. but ſtill under the fictitious 
name of CAMRRAV. In all theſe cha- 
racers he was kindly received, and looked 
on as a very promiſing Theatrical Candi- 
5 date. 


027 5 
Ne. But as his talents did not ereate the 
admiration he wiſhed and expected, he 
thought it adviſable to practiſe in the coun- 
try, until his . were nearer maiu- 
rity. | 
The favour with Which his exertions had 
teen honoured in Edinburgh, pointed out 
that City as the moſt genial ſchool for his 
inſtruction; but he had ſcarcely renewed 
his former eſtimation before he was driven 
from that Stage, in the moſt arbitrary, 
unjuſt, and ungenerous manner. 
The Play of Venice Preſerved was to 
be performed, and Mr. Woop, who has 
deen the Scotch Roſcius for about twenty 
years, already chagrined at the reputation 
of Mr. Fenner, was mortified and a- 
armed when the part of Jaffier was taken 
from him, and given to the latter, though 
this was done without any deſign of hurt. 
ing him, but merely to caſt the Play as. 
frongly as poſlible, and Pierre, a cha- 
racer of equal, if not ſuperior conſe- 
. quence,, 


= 
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quence, was given him in exchange. 
This was entirely the act of the Manager, 
for we believe FENNEL approved of the 
ſoldier as much as the lover. 

Mr. Woop, who was originally a a 
Printer, felt himſelf piqued and inſulted 
by the change. As he profeſſes to teach 
the Scotch how to ſpeak Engliſh, and 
conducts himſelf with great propriety in 
private life, he is admitted into genteel 
circles, and commands ſuch influence, that 
no Manager dares play in Edinburgh 
without engaging him on his own terms. 
Elevated in his own ideas, he imagined an 
explanation with JAcksox would be de- 
rogating from his importance. He waited 
on ſeveral young Lawyers who had for- 
merly been his pupils, repreſented his 
grievance in the ſtrongeſt colours, and with 
the advantage of having auditors pre- 
viouſly prepoſſeſſed in his: favour. The au- 
 dience in Edinburgh think themſelves the 


moſt ſelect and judicious in the world! 
The 


% ) 
The audience in London they call an un- 8 
diſeriminating mob. Such being their 
fentiments, they inſtantly caught fire at 
the idea of an Englijh cheeld ſuperſeding 
their ain clever caFant; and after calling a 
numerous meeting, they went to the Thea- 
tre in a body, reſolved to- vent their 3 in- 
dignation on Mr. Fexnet. 

Whenever he appeared; he was fluted 
with hiſſing; called on to anſwer how he | 
dared take Jungfer from Mr: Woop, in- 
ſulted, and loaded with the moſt oppro- = 
- brious invectives. He endeavoured to ex- 
plain, but on hearing a zealot ſtigmatiſe- 
him in the moſt odious language, his feel- 
ings as a man were ſo put to the quick, 
that he replied, © The perſon : who ſays ſo is 

a villain!” This aſſertion not being ge- 
nerally underftood; gave general offence,. 
and he was called on to make a ſubmiſſion 
more hu miliating, if poſlible, than that for- 
meriy 5 of Mr. Janes Alckix, | 

= which: 


1 — 
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which he refuſed complying with, and in 
conſequence was forced to quit the Stage. 

Though the arbitrary and liberal body 
of Lawyers became his bitter enemies, yet 
the unprejudiced inhabitants of Edinburgh 
thought him ſhamefully injured, The 
ſtory ſpread, not only through Scotland, 
but England and Ireland; it was univer- 
ſally talked of, and the iraſcible Caledo- 
nians were univerſally execrated. Every 
one felt for Mr. FENNEL, and wiſhed to 
ſee his wrongs redreſſed. 

Finding ſo many friends, md. finding 
Juſtice ſo much on his ſide, he brought an 
action againſt the ringleaders for depriving” 
him of his livelthood ; but here he found 
himſelf in an aukward predicament. To 
the eternal diſgrace of the country, not one 
Advocate could be found to plead his 
cauſe, though it was well known to be a 
good one, until Mr. CHarLEs Hope and 

another Gentleman ftood forth his cham- 
| pions, rather than not reſcue Scotland 
SE from 
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from the ignominy of being deſtitute of 
Advocates to plead the cauſe of an op- 
preſſed individual. =» 

But, as Sir Harry Wi Lats ſays, «it is 
hard to contend with a man in his on 
| profeſſion ;” for after proſecuting the con- 
ſpirators with all poſſible rigour near twelve 
months, he found himſelf as diſtant from 
redreſs as when he firſt began; and as if 
it were to exonerate the friends to his cauſe 
from mortification at his ill ſucceſs, he 
conſented to apologize on the public Stage, 
and acknowledge himſelf in the wrong, 
though every one preſent knew he had not- 
done wrong till that moment. 

This action, which changed the Public 
commiſeration into contempt, we cannot 
account for: it was not from a view of 
emolument in Edinburgh, as he ſoon af... 
ter left that City, and it could not be from 

a conviction of his error. He performed 
2 few nights in York, and obtained an 
| engagement 


* 
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engage ment at Covent- Garden laſt ſeaſons 
where he performed very ſeldom.” 

In his perſon he is the talleſt on the 
Stage; he is rather handſomely formed; 
his face, too, is well adapted for the 
Drama, and his voice is powerful and me- 
lodious. His merit ariſes rather from 
perſonal than mental endowments, for his 
eloquence though loſty and ſonorous, is. 
neither varied nor judicious ; and his de- 
portment is rather incumbered by the: 
the ſtatelineſs of his perſon t than rendered 
3 by it. : 


* 
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HoWEVER the heroes and heroines of 
the Drama may contemn the opprobium 
ſo generally affixed by the. world. to the 
profeſſion of a Player, they are themſelves 
principally the cauſe” of its - attaching. ſo 
much diſreſpect in Society. Suddenly ele- 
vated from obſcurity and indigence to af- 
fluence and fame, very few of them have 
fufficient prudence and good ſenſe to make 
the eſteem of their moral keep pace with 
that of their profeſſional character; and 
the only uſe they in general make of For- 
tune's bounty, is an unbounded indul- 
gence in the extremes of diſſipation and 
a follies. 

The 
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The preſent ſubject of theſe meinoirs, 
by changing his name from Davies to 
HARLEY, on his aſſuming the Buſtin, 
ſeems to have been aware of this; but al- 
though he was apprehenſive of ſtigmatizing 
himſelf in the country, his ſucceſs in 
London would — Juftify him i in 
throwing off the maſk. - 
The firſt orgies: of this gentle- 
man, was that of a Banker's Clerk, at 
No. 28, Cornhill, where he ſerved four 
years. The flow gradation of riſing in 
that line, and the improbability of ever 
making a fortune in it, without a capital 
to begin with, alienated the views of his 
riper years from the purſuits of buſineſs. 
His temper was too warm and impatient 
to ſubmit to the plodding en of the 


counter. 

When his engagement expired with the 
Ba: kers, he threw himſelf in the way of 
Fortune, wiſhing rather to ſuffer under 

nn with the chance of 2 


propitious 
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propitions event, than barely to. 8 in 
out any chance of thoſe lucky hits which 
frequently come when leaſt expected. He 
| occaſionally engaged himſelf as a Lottery 
Clerk. He was afterwards engaged by an 
Inſurance Broker, at a handſome perma- 
nent ſalary; and it was here that he firſt 
imbibed a penchant for the Drama. 

The company before the curtain proved 
at firſt as attractive to him as the perfor- 
mances on the Stage. His dreſs and ad- 
dreſs were perfectly genteel. A greater 
familiarity with the manners of the Actors 
drew him into cloſer obſervation of their 
reſpective merits; and ſuggeſted to him 
the idea of attempting a profeſſion, which 
would not only gratify his ambition if 
ſucceſsful, but add largely to his income. 
The late Mr. HEN DERSso was at that 
time the firſt Performer on the Stage; and 
he had ſtudied, with the mot minute at- 
tention, every performance of that cele- 
brated 
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Ins: fast ef th 
many — * perceived in 
veral of Mr. ewe reromatins | 
_ Having for ſo many months conſidered 
the TO with he ae diligence, a and 
ſolved Yo pred ** ; | 
In the country, he judged te 5 
ging his name he might eſcape the injury 
ſuch an attempt might do him in the eye 
of the mercantile people; and that if un- 
ucceſsful, he might return to his fituation 
Without a bluſh. His wiſhes were gra- 
| tified. He was careſſed by the Provincal 
Ane as de moſt abe Adder 
| hat had been ſeen there for many years. 
Je continued the hero of the Norwich | 


W. Huaninit fo for CoventiGinien Tie. 


at; where bende ii Eb apt 
— af Richard. ene 


To deide nn the abilitba of 2 — _ 
mer in his firſt: ſeaſon, would be m9. 
did; but a few obſervations, from whichit 
is preſumed he may benefit, are ſurely ad- 
miſſible. Nature has not been very liberal 
to him. Though his perſon is agreeable, 4 
his face is inexpreſſive and obſcure: „„ "© 4 
voice, though powerful, is harſh and in- 5 
flexible. He has ſtudied the tranſitio IS, . 1 
the tones, and cadences of Mr. Haxpzu- 
sox, and inceſſantly endeavours to im: 
tate them; but an apparent inſurmoun I 
table monotony will for ever preclude all = 
chance of ſucceſs. In tender impaſſi- 
oned paſſages, his tones are too much i in- 
flated, and his agitation too violent. Lhis 
was'very conſpicuous in his performance 
in Mr. Havtev's Eudora, a Tragedy, "20 
now conſigned to oblivion, | nas I 
F N. 
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Eon, of an eaſy and ane R N temper, 
the debauchtes of Dublin celebrated her 
beauty; and the turn of her mind ſug- 

geſted ta Mr. WRITE, who had ſtudied 
under the veteran SHERIDAN, the idea 
of introducing her on the Stage. Mr. 

Wurz was entruſted with ſome little 
authority in Smock-alley Theatre; he 
| overated.' his abilities as 3 Teacher of 

- AQting, and, pleaſed to find his pupil fa 

: wourgbly received, he attributed to his in- 

:ſtruftions what was _— enn 0 n. 

Wen ax. a ed eon, 
bt fuppa ibid of Me üben 
Kill operated; however, in Mrs, Acumer's 
behalf; ; that Gentleman'extolled Her ta- 
lents in every company to which he had 
-acceſs. In a Summer tour to Belfaſt, ſhe 
was likewiſe improved by LEE LZw ES, and 
mn x ſhort time ſhe ncquired confiderable 
reputation us an AQreſs, Her charms, aided 


'by the advantageous ſtation of the Stage, 
n a flame in the breaſt of Mr. 
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pacity. he experienced n 
Was taken priſoner by the 8 3 anc 
eve, , he voluntarily entered into 
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or „una bebt 6 falling into the hands 
of his countrymen, he'thought' ir pfudent 
to deſert the French ſeryiee, and making 
the beſt of his way for London, the great 
theatre. for talents of every deſcription, | 
he engaged bimſelf as attendant in fome 
very elegant Baths, on which his own re- 
flections ſuggeſted many improvements, 
Hoping to turn his obfer 
tage, he viſited Dublin, intending to ere 
x fet in that city, and communicated his 
plan to Mr. Jens, and one of two To_ 
| Braten of the Faculty. 

Thoſe Gentlemen <P he kis 
ſcheme was very good, but doubted its 
ſuccefs, unleſs he affitmed the character 
and gatb of z Turk. To this Mr. Catzxs 
affented, though without any other qua- 
' Hficarion than a confident affiratice. He 
took the flatie of Aen usr, and opened 
4 fabſcription, which was foon filled in 
the moſt liberal manner: he built his 
Baths in an ings and ſuperb ſtyle; 
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England, when ſhe was engaged at 8. 
vent-Garden, and opened that Theatre 
in the character of Juliet, in September, | 
1789. Her exertions in that part were 


at firſt rather feeble, but the beautif 
delicacy of her perſon and countenance 
operated in her favour, and as ſhe diſ- 
played great animation in the fourth Act, 
where ſhe ſwallows poiſon, ſhe was very 
warmly applauded. The . was re- 
peated ſeveral nights. | 


Since that time ſhe has ——_— in va- 


rious parts, both in Tragedy and Comedy, 


with face:{s. The Green Room ſays, 


that her attempting Sir Harry Mau 


Nun the Deputy Manager, who. Gate. 
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: 1 attachment to the ce Houſe 
of STUarRT, His father was ruined by 
| Gakingait active part in favour of James 
Il. in whoſe ſervice he commanded a 
E troop of horle,- e of his own rathing : and, 


after the batfle of the Boyne, Which was 
fought in 1690, his ſon, the ſubje& of 
the preſent biographical memoir, who was 
then two months old, was LOOT: con: 
: __ weyed to the houſe of a relation, i 
tarit-part ei the country, i for Wann . 
eee eee of oe tn: 


er _ a i — 


ziN's father; after whoſe death, his mo- 
ther, = well informed and ſtnſile woman, 
placed him under the care of 2 Mr. Nr- 
cholsom, 2 Gentleman of Scotland who 
80 a reputable School in Dublin; and 
was thence removed to the family of a 
_ hw: Gentleman, 2 4 relation, - in 
5 in order e eee for th 
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ſending him to a 
Spain. 85 

Such was his real origin, bee the 
plans formed for his future ſit 
life; from which the reader will perocive 
hat there is no foundation 
merous and contradi Qory 1 
have been circ 
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eee, , eee 
The fond cares and views of his ex- 
callent mother were, however, counter 
acted by his paſſion for the Stage; hi 
ſucceſs on which demonſtrates, that be 15 
had not miſtaken bis forte, and that, in 
indulging this bias, he acted e 
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[r the year 1743, the endet 971 11 
Fs LEET WwooD, the Patentee of Drury. 1 
Lane, where Mr. MackIIx was engaged, 
| gave great offence to the whole Company. . 
He was extremely diſſipated, addicted to 

ming, diſtreſſed for money, and neg- 
ected the payment of the Pe rformers fa- 
' aries. This produced many remon- 
ftrances, which were all received with 
great condeſcenſion by the Manager, who 
reproached himſelf, and promiſed that their 
grievances ſhould be redreſſed; but he 
never kept his word; until at laſt the pa- 
 tience of the Company being exhauſted, 


and their neceflities growin · very preſſin 2, 
at 
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Gina Mrs. Crave, and 
Pair chaxb, 2 their head, signed an 
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but he excuſed himſelf by Lian; that 
mary perſons could not exiſt without 
emolument, and that he was willing to 
_ allow Mr. MackILIx part of his Aar | 


until he might be reconciled to the Ma- 


nager, or procure another ſituation; but 
this offer was rejected with contempt ; and 
à paper war was commenced, in which 
the injared party had certainly the advan- 
tage. On Mr. GaRRick's: firſt appear- 
ance, the friends of Macklix, who 
were very numerous, determined to [hiſs | 
him off the Stage; but the Manager be- 
ing aware of this; hired a banditti for 
his ſupport; accordingly, when Roſcius 
came on, nothing but off! off! &c. could 
be heard. This ſcene of uproar continued 
two nights; but on the third, Mr. Mack- 
' 11N's party being tired, and the 0 
defirous of e ee e erfor 
4 was dropped = 4 nts 
When Mr. Lacey. esse. Mr. . 


FLuzTwooD, as N MackLin 
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tily at their folly. © 
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ven to-it, and ve 


do be taken on the Author. The noiſe i it 


made excited much curiofity in 
II, (who before this time had declined vi- 
— the 
it was ſad ly bungled by an old Hanoverian 
Officer, who ſpent eleven weeks in miſ- 


) to hear it read; but 
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1 Actreſs 3 but being unable to ſubmit. 
| herſelf to his. temper, ſhe would: nut live 
with him. She has peen dead ſome 
4 = Choo oor nf og vid woe wewladrt v3 6 7 ro 
tre. 1773, aker an ee OP few 
the London Stage, he retarned 
| to-Covent-Garden, and announced his 
neu. ren With __ improve. 
=. eee 
which GAR®I1CE- appeared; and as it ig 
well known that he was extremely jealous 
of rivalſhip, it MS ſuſpected that. he 
embarraſs MAckILIN; for on the firſt 
night, a ee 
quaintance, who: was in 
5 ling G wien ove 
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Alarmed at this, Mr. RRDDISH im- 


mediately made oath before a | : 


his innocence, which was 


the teſtimony of SPARKS, who acknow . | 
l:dged that he - 
probation, but that the al 1 


his companion were falſe, and intended to 1 
deprive him of his livelil 
me the hang againſt h 

need, A ene Me. G Gare 
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 Macxx4n's deſigns were laudable; a 
although all his alterations were nat 5 Mr” 
© ceſsful, yet the majority of them are now 
adopted, and are confeſſedly judicious, 
However badly he might have performed 
the part, it cannot be ſuppoſed he would 
be leſs excellent than many Who have 
boen commended. in the fame character: 
oppoſition proceeded from the enyy. of 
his competitors. This fracas was one of 
| the moſt violent ever known jn-a Theatre. 
Maeklix recoyered judgment againſt ſe- 
veral of the conſpirators, in the Court of 
King's Bench. Time, however, blew 
formed any other characters ſince, except 
thoſe of Shylech, Tue Man of the World, 
and Sir \4rchy mene, ee The Seaſon 
before laſt his r memory was ſo bad, and he 
ſo deaf, as i to hear the 
Prompter, which obliged him to apolo- 
. 15 5 to: the TI in the beſt ſcenes of 
„„ | | SHAKE- 
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SHAK ESPEARE'S Few. * 1 great age, 
ing upwards of an hundred) makes the 
upon him with veneration 
and reſpect. He is che firſt Actor that 
ed the ' profeſſia ion to a a ſcience, 
and he is very much celebrated for- his 
ſkill in inftructing Theatrical candidates. 
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. ME people are ſo much in the poſ- 


ſeſſion of obvious talents, that let them 
4 die placed in never ſo oppoſite a ſituat ion 
1 of life for the exertion of them, you can 
3 ſiee the miſtake of fortune, and at once 
1 pronounce what they are fit for. Had Mrs. 
g Marrocks been educated a Nun, it 
would require no great depth of penetra- 
to know ſhe was born an Actreſs. 
5 This Lady, like Mrs. Sippows, is a 
child of the Stage; her father and mother 
Vere both in the profeſſion at the time of 
WE her birth; the former was at one time 
Manager of Goodman's-Fields Theatre; 
ndnd her own brother is, at this time, Ma- 
nager 


ling to give her the. entire « choice L 
walk in life, her e 0 A 
tl ſhe was of an age capable o f deciding | 


be 41 S 


dazzled 7% thok falle theatrical appear- | 
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ances that are ſo much the will-a-101ſps « 


inexperienced youth. Her maturer 3 
ſeconded her early 'indlina p „ and her 
deſerved ſueceſs as a Comediai | 
prov oy they did : 
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improved by a knowledge of n muſic, her firſt 


onſet was i in ünging Haracters, in 


medy: in theſe the. ſucceeded 1 o her 

wiſhes. The delicacy of her perſon, t 

vivacity of her temper, wit 
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ing, Judgment, all ſhewed themſelves. to 


advantage i in this. walk, and the was in A 


ſhort time conſidered by the town. as a 


very univerſal and uſeful Performer. 4 


She had juſt gained t this character with | 
the Public, when Mr. Marrocks, of the 5 
fame houle, paid his addreſſes to her : be 
too was a vocal Performer of ſome conſe. 


; quence, and ranked as no inconſiderable 


Actor. Sympathy of ſentiment ſeemed 
to form this union : however, it met with 
obſtacles on the ſide of her parents, who 
might have conſidered the marriage of 
their daughter, 5 ſome ref pect, an 1 aliena- | 


tion of their But the parties 
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were determined to 14 happy in ſpite of 


| the obſtacles of either laws or parents; ; 


trip, to France baffled both, and on wr 


return they were one fleſn. 


For ſome years the torch of H ymen 
burned unobſcured, but . ſuch 1 is the con- 
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tagion of the Green Room, that to be 


Wia virtuous almoſt amounts to a par- 
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rity: —ohether it was. Mis: s ac 
would not be particular, or whether it 
was her inclinations were ſeduced to make 
another preference, the Public wilt beſt _ 
decide from th he folowitiy” fetch of bet 
amoroſo: 


As to his ſhaw: it ER he: FE to 


him in his profeſſion, provided the prittci- | 
pal actor was always to be an afſaſſm ; his 


voice is the true accompaniment'of that 
face, diſmal, hollow, and inarticulate; 


hence his heroes are bravoes, his lovers, 
ghoſts; in ſhort, the only thing tolerable 

rfon, and even that 
becomes intolerable the moment it has fer | 


about him is his p 


in motion. e out * 


Such is the l her kwouties . 
The huſband at firſt talked loudly of this | 


affair; ſaid he had ſeen his diſgrac 


defcribed fituations —and abſolutely,” for 


ſome time parted: from her bed: but pru- 
dence ſoon reaſf 


i MF 1 ſalary, 


eaſſumed her throne; al diſ- 
union be muſt form a. diſunion of 


2 ” 3 
Af : - 7 ; L =- 5 f L 2 N --2> *wl 
hn Rel 4 *. ” vs . 4 4. . 8 RF. 
. \ Yar! | | N 2 8 50 1 ; 
: 4 2 f 7 v * 8 7 * C vx j \ Y p i N 4 1 5 Rb * l 
R : 4 N 2 i * . * x We”. : 4 IR 1 3 4 1 * + 1-3 4% 8 3 
"FINES 5 11 APE IN N $45 ns EE? i Ah RN n 3 48 . 224 . 6 2 5 : 9 8 3 ; 25 25 2 ; 
MO III 1 Eres? "89; * — _ * 4 8 1 — I's :Z 1 44 > ; 4a.” "at . : IN L 1 2 8 b 4; 2 
8 n derer ee — A285 urn 3 AD 418: 2 7e2rs ; eren eee e eee ee 1 Es . NE boner Fon A 1 — — _ 1 
* P * 0 < n —— ¶ͤ¶—— ¶rXn — 
2 
e N * 2 * _ * . = * 


/ 


A 4 
BO ESP: 0 * 4 ; 
7 8 D 1 Wt 8 
ver, eee eee ee ee 
N 1 
Sn 3 Ry 


7 
: 
- 
1 
* 
* 
: 
b 
: 
N 
Oo 
1 


1 
' 
BY 


43 124 3 855 


flary, and his wife“ S8 Was ſuch as. was not a, 


contemptible : 3 he Was beginning to con- 
ider it in this light when the offending 


fair JT like the repeating Eve, ſtood 
before, him had ace and tears. 


_ | 0 505. his TRIS relented 
ei Towerds ber, kisife ſo late, and fole 22 55 
* N at his feet 1 diſtreſs.” 7 


ett: 


In en was katy 9890 
on her appealing to himſelf, Whether 


- — 


he oould ſuppoſe her capable of relinquiſh- 


ing ſo agreeable a perſon as he . for 
| Sch an ugly dog as B——?” 


Whether from a deſire of Jag: or 


that his affections were equally wavering 


as his wife's, Mr,'MaTToexs ſoon after 
had an amour with Mrs. B-—, who 
had lately joſt ber dear PowWEII. Mrs. 


Marroexs, who was on the moſt friendly 


terms with her rival remonſtrated calmly, 


and obtained her promiſe to deſiſt; but a 


decor OI excited e e in- 


CO * 


appr cri he ec IN - 
the chaſte wife We the 'Mulictati, in che 
Green Room. (ee iNN Std ale 


About e or ten years ago Mr. 
Marroc xs became Manager at Ler- 
pool, where his wife performed Tragedy, ; 
Comedy, and all the firſt characters in 
every line; but as the ſcheme turned out 
a very unprofitab!e one, he ſoon found his 
pecuniary affairs 'greatly embarraſſed, if 
not totally ruined. His wife re- engaged 
herſelf at Covent-Garden, and he now 
principally lives with Major HALLipar, 
a Gentleman who is extremely f bag, 
theatrical repreſentations. 

It is the peculiar diſtinction of this 
| AQreſs, that ſhe poſſeſſes ſo lively a ſenſi- 
bility about her, as to realize her parts; 
nor is ſhe deficient in judgement, though 
the too often verges on the unnatural. 
The broad A ref formal deportment, 
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— and afterwards — 1 
2 Lieutenant on board à man of \ war, 
tended him for the Navy, and p 
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ales he - was not leſs aligent in his 
ſtudies than delighted with the profeſſion 
he expected to be engaged in. But his 
father,, who looked towards the dignity 


of Poſt Captain, and whoſe temper was 


too haughty to aſk a favour, and too am- 
bitious to brook neglect, grew diſguſted 
with the Navy, when he found his ſer- 
vices go unrewarded : in the heigth of 


his-indignation, he withdrew his ſon from 
that excellent ſeminary, and placed him 


as ſuperintendait of his mother's buſineſs, 


who kept two or three ſhops goat 


and! Dock. 71 EC 1 , N 7255 es yired 1 is +6 
The drudgssy of A 2 * 131 


ps a. Counter, Jo ill. agreed with 4 mind 
| which had already. anticipated many glori- 5 


ous victories over the French, that after 
ſufferirig the-ignoble toil for a ſhort time, 


our young hero collected a few: yaluables, 


and ſet off, intend ing to go on board ſome- 
veſſel, either at Plymouth or Briſtol. When 
Laos OP he 


eX*: 


peo Sag 10 > go: to. a viſited | 


Company performing; there, 


young run: away was ſo much! ſmitten 
of the Actreſſes, 


with the charms of on 
that he enliſted into eee Enbices on 
purpoſe to be near hert. 


The Taunton Company ſoon alter 


wards went to Weymor 


 Ba&NABD . | 
Dy another name. Slie -es 


he went 
him back to Portſinc 
him a place in the Vigwalling- Ohe, 
which he held for more than a year, until 
the frenzy for acting which now fully 
poſſeſſed him, deſtroyed enn me 
tion. but the Stage. 
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out being addicted FE] difipation,/a few 
months obliged: him to part with every 


wing that would raiſe money, às his 


theatrical emoluments ſeldom exceeded 
four or five ſhillings per week. When 


reduced to diſtreſs, he wrote to his mo- 


ther, Who from time to time remitted 
him, not only money, but other very 
agree able preſents; and thus was he ren- 


Joris more "CONNER Thar ins: bre | 
«32A Gaal: heathen is, ow FRO 
guineas clear profit enabled him to gra- 


zity an old wiſh of ſeeing London, where 
he viſited. the Theatres ſeveral nights, but 
was. n obliged,: by the want of money, | 


to join a ſmall Company at Epping and 
Dunmow, in Eſſex. | Here his income 


Was leſs than ever, and all the prin 
characters were engaged by the Manage 


nd en . who had ſeized every part 


ous; ee it was 
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From this moment he gradually * 
4anced; in reputation and. proft. The 
Managers of the Norwich Company 
hearing a very favourable, report of his 
talents, engaged him at twenty-five ſhil- | 
lings per week. : He. conceived. a penc 
for Miſs, RozerTs,: the Mrs.. S19DoNs 
of that Company, and married her. He 
performed principal parts in Operas and 

Comedies, and ſoon dein a N great 
favourite with the town. ; * * 

From Norwich he again went into © the 
Wet. of England, where Mrs. BER- | 
NAxp's merit made ſo much noiſe, that 
Mr. PALMER, now of the- Poſt- Office, 
but then Manager of the Bath Theatre, 
went 
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Ilir. Buda had rendered nimiek a 
Wale Hr A Bl reſpectable off it; 
and his emoluments were very conſidera- 
ble, when Mr. HARRISs engaged him for 
Covent - Garden, where he made his debut 
as Archer in the Beaux Stratagem, in 
October 1787, and 8 anke 
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Since that time he has confined him- > 
far to the Characters of Fops in Tight 
[hoe coup  Fribble, Jack Meggit, Sir 
Brilliant Faſhion, &c. he has repreſented | 
with ſucceſs: indeed there is à light 
neatneſs in his figure, countenance, and 
manner, that is happily adapted to parts 
in genteel Comedy. Senfible of the great 
merit of Mr. Lewis, he is content with 
eee the ha under r him, | 

Mir. Pins lus is Sri ak and Ma- 
nager of the Plymouth Theatre, where a 
he performs every Summer. . be care 
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II has been aſſerted by very good judges, 
that a certain degree of diffidence and ti- 
midity is abſolutely neceſſary to excite the 
attention, and call forth the talents of 
Theatrical Candidates; but it muſt be 
admitted, that too violent an' agitation 
of the ſpirits rather damps than diſplays 
merit; and on the contrary, that a total 
inſenfibility argues a want of feeling, in- 
compatible with true enlightened genius. 
Mrs. Manx ryx with an eaſy indiffer- 
ence rattles through her parts, and ſome- 
times gets applauſe, but apparently very 
ſeldom takes pains to deſerve | it. With 
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Her conjugal virtues "Wars often in 
ached ; and her partiality for Rent 
Hanis, Wizp, and Manon, Was very 
freely talked of in the Green Room. The 
mimadverſions of the latter gentleman 
having reached the ears of her huſhand, 
Captain' MARTYR Teprobated Bis licen- 
tious tongue in very ſevere terms. This 
| produced a rupture that proceeded to blows 
in an open Coffee- Room; but the Cap- 
ain, conſidering his antagoniſt, who was 
| a Muſicin, beneath him, refuſed to meet 
him in the field; He was ſtigma- 
weg as a coward, is wile openly ded 
Ge HL ; him, 
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and lived with this gentleman until by an = 
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judgment, that the copy was ſoon- ob. 
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e in tlie vie vicinity of C Covent-Garden; 4 


and his uncle is at preſent Sexton of * 


85 _ Giles's pariſh. The ideas of Mr. Hor- 
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eee him a mar fins kind . 
ception from a crouded audience: nor did 
his exertions fall much ſhort of what had 
been expected. The elegance of his per- 
ſon, the beauty and expreſſion of his coun. 
tenance, and the juvenility of his appear. 
ance, were. finely ſuited to the part, and 


immediately prepoſſeſſed the ſpectators in 


his favour. His feelings were natural and 
mated and uncommonly graceful for ſo 
young an adventurer. His voice, how- 
ever, was rather ſonorous than fraught 
with the melody of love; ꝓet his per- 
formance, particularly in tlie ſcene with 
the Friar, at the beginning of the fourth 
act, gave en imtisfaction, and the. Play 
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he was toa ſimple a lady ta lead him to 
perfection, or that adding had nothing to 
do with. nature, hei entirely abandenad 
her in his third ſeaſon, and obſerving, the:- 
clap-traps.. of Mt. Kzaas Le, reſolxed. on 

adopting his manner. „ i n 

Had his ſkill in ſelecting proper paſſages. 

fox. pauſes, ſtarta, tranſitĩons and attitudes, 
equalled that of his model, he wauld;cer>. 


_ tainly have, excelled him. in- fame. But 
ſcorning ſetvilely to copy, he. introduced 
readings: entirely his: omn, and-;jumbled.: 
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While in Dobtd, ans e d ents 
were highly hk he formal a connexion 


with Miſs Huchks, a young Lady of ” 
great beauty, who after having been the = 


moſt elevated of the Cyprian d: 


that city, betook herſelf to the deed nd. 
made her firſt appearance in Lady Totunley. 


In reſentment for an inſult offered to this 


Lady, he had a fracas behind the ſcenes 
with Mr. Dawson, which accelerated his 
departure, accompanied by the fair one, 


who in Edinburgh went by his name. 


Mr. HARRIS, always emulous of Net. 
ing his patrons the Public, engaged him 
laſt ſeaſon to replace Mr. Pop. Mr. 
HoLMAN, though ſtill a favourite, has not 


improved much during his peregrinations. 
"oath: every requiſite to form a good 
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He often boaſts of this in 
company, thargh we do not find any ſi- 


His firſt Dramatic eſſays were in the 
be FRA At See Portſmou 
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| - is inſtance in the Memoirs of Mr. 
Mack zADY, who. probably would not 


but for his condeſcending acquieſcence to 
itte humour of Mr. MackIIxnx. 


This Gentleman was bred to the buſi- 
neſs of an U by his Father, who 
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_ talents x re not v 


N and relations f 2 oy : 
28 an ex. 'whiche-wore were 3 


"Works, v ich he ras tage: baye wa ; 
got up. F 10 Ch: ACLTC vn ries was | | 
peru as Dax, the M 


eee eee, as the defodtive CE 
Mr. Mack made him arrange tlie 
ſtage buſineſs differently every day, and his 
haughty confidence made him ſuperior o 


contradiction, Mr. Dar y rhibmitted to 
the old Veteran's caprice, in being:di- 
rrected like a{chool-boy, until the epithets 


head, ſtupid fellow, no Actor, dunce, 
&c. were beſtowed with ſo mueh li- 


- +berality on him, that-he- throws down the 
__ with great indignation. 


 "MACREADY was eee 2. 
onage. Egerton, and aceommodated him- 


1 ſelf with ſo much deference- to the will of 
 MacxLin, me — | 


his talents, and offered h 
ney, which being refuſed; ' Mi 61 


promiſed he would exert all his intereſt for 


an engagement for him at Covent-Garden, 
He gave Macxeapy ſome trinkets of- 
value, and, agreeable to his word, fixed 
him the following ſeaſon, on a genteel ſa- 

| lary, with Mr. Harris. He made his 
firſt appearance at Covent-Gardenin 1786, : 
and ſince that time he has repreſented 
what are called the ſecond-rate Walking © 
Gentlemen, with as much eclat as poſſibly 
can be derived from fuch ea cha- 


racters. 
As Mr. 1 does not pre 


to eminence in his profeſſion, he averts 
ſtrict criticiſm. As his perſon is genteel, 
his deportment eaſy, his voice and articu- 
lation 9 clear, and he is always at- 
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Managery — — 
dra ſumm of mo- 
ſaid he would do ſomething for him, and 
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a certain road to Fortune, at les itthrows | 


one in nba; „„ 


„ he d his 
name to n judging that a better 
travelling name, and 9 to bring 
diſgrace on his family. 1 
Hs᷑ͤle had not been very long in the Itine- 

Corps in id, before his fame 
:eclipſed'that' of his brethren. The Dub- 
heard ſuch favourable: re- 


in the Recruiting Officer, on December 
. . 
Lo His prafticein England enabled him to 
eaſe and effec, 
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even in a Theatre, a matrimonial 


ve never heard that 
Priety v 8 1 : } ; 
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+ The e family or the place of nativity of 
his lady we.cannot exactly aſcertain, As 
- Miſs. RoBErv5, the for ſome time ſuf. 
- tained the ſtation of heroine in ſeveral | 
any Tis und RN. 
wich Corps when Mr. Bznxand was 
ſmitten with her charms. Being both 


yourig adventurers, a ſympathy of ſituation | ; 


ae 4 4 
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begat a fondneſs which was not 2 little . 
htened by the circumſfanze of their 
bei ng the greateſt public favouritesin the 
55 ſhe in T 
| and Mr. Bexxany: in C eta. 
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36 W e Norwich Mrs. BERNARB went 
ab the Weſt of England, where ſhe ac 
55580 ee the Bath 


for Douglas's Mather, yet ſhe afterwa nds © 
thought it more prudent to come forward 
rs. Sullen, in the Beaux Stratagem. 
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1 ek wo aa neither of them 
the town with rare powers, 
yet both were approved of as reſpectable 
Comedians. Mr. BERNARD has fince 
held a tolerable rank in the Theatre, to 
which indeed his abilities entitle him; 
perverſion of ta- 


lents, his wife has been excluded from 


almoſt every part in which ſhe might 
_ diſplay her merit. With q 
that might enable her to rank a 
diocrity, ſhe is made merely uſeful, and 
the moſt oppoſite to her talents ſhe 


ſonating ſuch trifling Characters as Char- 


Obel ſhe has convinced the Public of 
her claims to favour, and 
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that he is bleſſed with a moſt clear, won, 


and various voice. 


It was neither Thalia nor Melpomene, 
but Terpfiebore, that firſt bewitched him 
into a public life. Bred a Buckle- 


maker in Birmingham, his ideas would 


probably never have ſoared beyond the 


ſound of the file and hammer, had not his 


vocal powers acquired him great celebrity 
among his ſhop- mates and pot - compa- 


nions. Stimulated by praiſe and inclination, 


he panted for the honour of being a pub- 
le Singer; and with no other qualifica- 
tions than his own natural pipe and 2 
few leſſons, he offered himſelf a Candi- 


date for the favour of the town, at the 


Birmingham Vauxhall ; but whether from 


| e PURI lis favourite accupation, 
the yuncouthneſs of his appearance, or that 
. had. not ſtudied the art of Muſic, he 


d as à piece of baſe metal, and 
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Mrs. Kannnor' 8 abſency he came 4" | 
om nended him to the: N NE tef 
' the Managers and favourgf the Public. -- 

When Mr, C. Banx1sTzR. ſucceeded 
Ruzmory, and afterwands: had returned 
to his old maſters at Drury-Lane, Dar- 
LEY was the only Baſs Singer left at Co- 
vent-Garden, and from neceſſity he was 
put into all the firſt-rate Characters, in 
which he en himſelf with un, 
act the audience: and although C. 
| Bannx1sTer has again eclipſed him, he 
Rl holds a WEAR IR" 

Hei is s very compulent, and his . 
— — Butcher, than an 
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the Drama, or her various adventures in 


many itinerant Companies; but it is well 


known that no theatric: dame has given 
greater ſcope to her paſſions, or has been 


more frequently concerned in amours; of 


one of which Mrs. DAvEN ET, of the 


fame Theatre, is faid to be a ö 


nument. 2 75 7 1 1201 
In no ftuatian of its 5 18 "the « condud 


Seeg 6 er in Lee 


panies, where the Ladies are oſten as 
free in conferring favaurs, as Gentlemen | 
are eager to falicit them; and where the 
_ deficiency of emolument from their pro- 


feſſional exertions, is ies neceffary 


to be 


by the odum that attaches w/ women in 


more reſpectable Societies —B ut whether 


indigence or inclination induced Mrs. 
. ir TT 


lied by a proſtitution of ther | 
<harms; from which they are not deterred 
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She had acquired conſiderable ai 


tion in performing Chambermaids:in the 


country, when the London Managers, 
judging her talents to be above mediocrity, 
engaged her; nor has ſhe proved unwor- 


thy their choice. Her age now obliges 
her to throw aſide the gaiety of youth, 


and to confine herſelf to loquacious old 
women; for which her venerable appear- 
ance, ſqualling voice, and natural humour, 


re happily adapted. The Nurſe, in Re- 
- Beggar's Opera, and Dorcas, in mon, 


are ſo juſtly depicted by her, that we at 


once pronounce her a phenomenon in that 
ne of acting; and are as highly ſatisfied 

with her portraits, as with * Te. 

. S pDoN, or PARSONS. | | 


* 2 N 0 


merit and application. Mars. SIDDONS 85 
Jon Ax, Miſs F. ARREN, : Mr, 
| * KEMBLE,- thers, 
may be adduced as 
all been in Prouincial G 
gy, e in . and 


„ 3 
+ $4 « WES 


A 


xt 


5 1 1 2 f 2 8 * 5 
— 3 3 5 — hee ects 


= 


* $2" 


AP 


: r 


— A , tn 


7 
* ö 
— | 

. 


1 — 2 . 


— . —— . 7—]—— Ee . —r⏑‚ͤ˙ P 


* 


42 
* 


* 
ho 


— 


MOL 


08 5) OED — te 


——— 


3 


*. 


r ˙ wü .. . — — a a Lake, I , I IIs Ss GR ne 0g 7 > PP RD TRns 


EF 


** 
- — 5 : 5 
(0 


not often meet ſudden reward, but is ge- 


nerally ripened by gradual encouragement. 


However excellent a Performer's latent 


powers may be, very few have diſplayed 
accompliſhments above mediocrity i in a 


firſt attempt; and although a London 
Audience is the moſt indulgent in the 
world, yet they will not follow an Actor 


who is not poſſeſſed of very extraordinary 
abilities, with great profeſſional accom. . 
pliments-. The Managers are, there- 
fore, obliged to put their noviciates on the 
| fhelf, and deprive them of the opportu- 


nities of the requifite practice for per- 
fection; and although they may gradually 


improve; yet it is generally by flow de- 
grees, or ſome ſudden barft of genius, 


that a eee eltabfltres a reputation in 


London. | 
e Einskehn Bebe üs B inkl 


to great natural talents, and a cloſe appli- 


cation to them, for his prefent profeſſional 
rank, which is defervedly very high. 
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The father of Mr. ns Lzwrs 
was ſon of the Dean of St. David's, and 
had ſerved an apprenticeſhip to a Linen- 
Draper in London ; but wh:n WILLIAM 
was born in March, 1746, his parents 
were at the head of a Travelling Com- 
pany, in which he firſt made } his appear- 
ance; at Shrewſbury, at a very early age. 
At this time he ſquinted, and ſpoke re- 
markably faſt; two defects which time 
and care obviated. Soon after this, his 
| father and uncle purchaſed. a Company 
of the late Mr. Love, at Newry, in Ire- 
land; where our young hero had every 
opportunity and encouragement to unfold 
his powers, which promiſed well, from 
the vaſt flow. of ſpirits and vivacity he diſ- 
covered ; but the death of his father throw 
ing the management of the Company into 
the hands of a Mr. Dawson, who ſeven 
months after married Mrs. Lewis, he 
very ſuddenly experienced the frowns of 
fortune for the whole: Corps was dif- 5 
banded, | 
Vor. IL R The 
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The dawning excellence of Mir. Wi 
| Paws had not, however, paſſed unno- 
| ticed; and when only fourteen years of 

age, he was engaged by Mr. DIES, for 

Edinburgh, where his performance of 

. Mafter Simple, to Lovs's| Falftaff, in the 

Merry Wives of Windſor, ſtrongly recom- 

— him to the favour of the town. 
Company, (in which were Mr. and 
Mrs. Dawson, and Mr. LEWIS, brother 
to the father of our riſing genius) pro- 
ceeded from Edinburgh to Whitehaven, 
where he likewiſe gave great fatisfation 
eee ee, ee e 1 
| mitted him to per * enn: 
Mr. Dawson went bor mfreoback | 
nxagain, with his wife and ſon-in-law, to 
Dublin, with a determination to attempt 
the capital at once. No Act of Parliament 
prohibited his deſign, and am! A 
very elegant Theatre in Capel-Street, 
Dublin, where, principally by the abilities 
of young TIN RESINS 
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ſome ſum, and be e: formidable rival 
to the more eſtabliſhed Thane. Hr 
Mr, Lew3s. had here ajudicious and fa- 
| vourable audience, who admired the ver- 
of his humour; and whoſe warm appro- 
bation nouriſhed and brought forward his 
powers, during a ſervice of ſeveral: years, 
The God of Love at length thouglit pro- 
per to try thoſe paſſions in a real amour, 
which had appeared ſo natural in n 
and ſmote him to the heart with the bril- 


Jiant beauties of 4 Miſs Lx AON, who lad - 


juſt arrived from England, ;uader the tui- 
tion of Mr. -MACKLIN. 


addreſs.of. her These! at Lover, they wee 
afterwards married. 


Soon after the Wt Indian, had made 


its appearance in Lo don, Mr. DawsoN 
brought it forward with all poſſible expe- 


dition in Dubli 


Aalen d. lube of theſs Memoirs, 


FU | ** Who 


and gave. the part of 
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who eee the giddy amorous youth 
with great animation and humour. Mr. 


CunBenLanD, the Author of the Co- 
medy, while on a viſit to his father in Tre- 


85 land, went to ſee his bantling exhibited 


in Capel- Street, and was for delighted 
with Mr. Lewis, that he complimented 


him, by ſaying, he was the vex x Belcour 


he had an idea of when he wrote the piece. 
This Gentleman, on his return to Eng- 
land, recommended him ſtrongly to the 
Managers of Covent Garde Theatre, 
where he was ſoon after engaged, and 
where his exertions proved him highly 
deſerving the diſtinction he had met with. 
During his firſt career in London, he 
was equally- celebrated in Comedy and 
Tragedy, though his forte evidently lay 
in the former. About the year 1781, 
Mr. Hul, finding the employment of 


Manager extremely troubleſome, reſigned 
it, and Mr. Haxz1s requeſted the late 


Mr. Hu 16 ſucceed him, upon 


4 . > : "whole 


0 wy I 


whoſs refufaſhe offered | it to Mr; Lawid, | 
en the next Ine nn 
cepted it. | 

In debe is, peek; Ape 
dle not to ineut ſome diſlike among the 
performers, who regard his power with 
_ jealouſy. and envy; but his 'exertions for 
the public entertainment have been ways = 
crowned, as they juſtly ler witty _ 185 
W Hit 541 : 
No Afur' poſſeſſes: more 620 and 0. 
city on dhe gtage thun this Getitletrian, ot 
cali bettet exits ribikty. Pert ot our 
Comedy is his chef favor; though he 
has often apprared in ſeribus and tragie 
characters with great credit, but has now] 
judiciouſly given them up for his proper 
ſphere, and to attend more cloſely to the 
buſineſs of the Theatre. In Mercutio, 
and the Copper Captain, he is unrivalled; 
and it is doubtful whether he was ever ex- 
celled in thoſe parts, which he repreſents 
n chat the moſt faſtidious 


Critic 


es, 


© a 2 


.Critic cannot point out a ſingle error or 


defect. The ſprightlineſs, ſpirit, and pro- 

priety of his manner, catch the attention, 
and fill the imagination of his audience 
with the genuine ideas of the Author. In 
Ranger, Belcour, Tom in the Conſcious 
Lovers, and various other genteel, ſprightly, 
or foppiſh parts, he 1 is a « diſtinguiſhed fa- 
vourite. 


Mr. 1 en by the emoluments ariſing 


from his profeſſion, not only ſupports him- 
elf and family handſomely, but it is faid, 


very wiſely reſerves a part of his income 
againſt future contingencies, or. n * 
nefit of * young Pe 15.) t 
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COVENT-GARDEN Theatre has al- 
ways been diſtinguiſhed for its ſuperiority 
and excellence in Muſical Pieces and Pan- 


3 when directed by Rica, and 
the charming Operas introduced by 
BEARD, proved equally attractive as the 
abilities even of GaxRIcx, and ſo ſenſi⸗ 
ble was that able . and 
the Public attachment . 
that he oſten 1 

though few of them re 


| any propor- 


* 


1 
[| 
: 
| 
'F 
|| 


— ů— — .. — 


— {I Bn, WT TI II e 


=_ "ie not den 10 ingenious, his ot. 
base been more conſiderable. His ſucceſs 
—_ - is entirely aſcribable to unx rejudiced, 1 im- 
partial conduct, in giving ſe 
ee — 
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its greateſt treaſuettee 
The ſuperior taſte and 
Mrs. BILLINGTON; may, in 
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cent in every memory „The 
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eG or whether. e- aeg beg 


came, attached to | Mr 


e eee 
= foreign ſtile, until oy were familia- 
rized to it; indeed, a trip to Italy and 
France, with that Als tence SAC- 
chf, in the Summer, ere 
vice, as it enabled her to e e 
ſervation and improvement. 

ut her obliging temper could not re- 


| it the importunities of afflicted ſwains in 


this gs more than in Ireland. A 


— Ager in an Amir of n | 
Torn — eee e ee 


ture occaſions; ee en bins: „ 
his houſe in Poland · Street, on har „ 2 
from' Brompton to the Theatze, err 


To ſay add Fae ka thouſand - "_ 
nada bi Spee the Stage, that, her 
her execution inimita - | 
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is ver kmited Of this ſhe is ſenſible: 0 
and in her bravura airs often ſubſtitutes 
done oFave for another; a licence which 
piaſſes unobſerved by the million, but 
eſcapes not the notice of cultivated ſcien- 
 _ tific ears. It is no further cenſuràble than 
being an act of rebellion againſt the Com- 
poſer, and ſometimes inverting the chords 
of the accompanyments. It is like the 
wild luxuriance of poetical imagination, 
which, though againſt the cold rules of 
the Critic, © conſtitute the value of true 
poetry. In airs of expreſſion, tlie en- 
chanting ſweetneſs of her voice and man- 
nener, +:i-beyoad all. praiſe, Her attitudes, 
ana in general graceful, would, how- 


ts r this: ak exertion. 
It never fails to communicate ideas of la- 
bour, 2 e eee The Heroines 


yet LO ons] u. 


tic, Garret, and delicate. 80 niee r 


ear, that ſhe can immediately poi tits any. 


————————ů — 
companying it be ever ſo great. She is 
indefatigable in her attention to the huſi- | 
nels of the Stage, and to improve in her 


profeſſion, and we muſt ſay her 


vours have not been fruitleſs. There . A 


ſoltneſs— ee benncking Fac 
— in her 


1 feeling and diſcrimination with whichahe. 


ſings * Geafe your Funning, in the Beggar's 


Opera, proves that thoſe airs which are 
liſtened to with indifference from other. 


Singers, may be rendered new, exquiſite, 


and highly attractive, by the magic ſounds. 
and exquilite Judges of Mrs. B1LLING=- 


Denne 


aud it is . very happily, intro- 


Mrs. Dran very e 
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Mg. QUICK. is, a 1 


| father was Oe 


where h „ 
Brewer. But whether ent + 
nation introduced him into I 5 
' Life i is unknown. Before it is = 


however, hat Reaſon could have any ſha e | — 


in his: choice, we find 


a child, figuring away in the Com 2 5 8 5 ' 


of a Mr. Cann, of whoſe rank and re= 
: ſpectability the reader may jud 
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which they performed, were Dep 1 


Hackney, and other ſmall towns in the „ 
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informed, that the principal places..at 1x 
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Camo ) 


m this humble troop, 4.4 8 
ad others of equal ww made their * 
: PERS. | 
The parts to which Mr. dn ans. 
tached himſelf, were thofe of ſprightiy 
Comedy, in which he diſcovered ſo much: 
vivacity and clearneſs that an engagement. 
was very ſoon. offered him. at the Hay- 
market, by Mr. Foor R. There, how-- 
ever, he remained A long time in obſcu- 
rity, without any chance of ſhewing his. 
abilities, till called forth by accident. 
Chance is frequently the friend of Genius, 
when Genius has no other; and though. 
he has nothing to beſtow but opportunity, 
tat often becomes the beſt. means of pro- 
motion, by introducing her to the moſt. 
Iberal of all patrons, the Public and thus. 
the befriended QUIck. © | 
The late Mr. SHvUTER;. of g 
memory, being, by the levity of his diſ- 
poſition, involved in numerous embarraſſ- 
| ments, was offered a ſecond Benefit at 
| Covent- 


. 


0 2 


Covent- Garden, at the concluſion of the 
ſeaſon, and Mr. Mack Ix, from a wiſh 
to ſerve a brother in diſtreſs, proffered his 
ſervices in Sir Archy M* Wert 3 but the 1 
Piece could. not be performed 3 
A Mordecai —SHUTER, who oled the 5 
faculty of diſcovering; genius, as. well ass 
diſplaying! it, obviated the difficulty bx 
chuſing Quick for the repreſentative „„ I 
the Jeu Beau, in-which he did honour | „ 
to Stur ER's judgment; for he ee 1 
himſelf fo, well, that with the recomme 
en or, ee e who Was i. 
caged eee eee 21:70). oft 
7 n en an bade i 1 was na- 
requently called en do «da _=_— 
- conſequently his fame and his emoluments (h 
-would. both greatly increaſe z but in this 


tunately diſappointed:. - FE en 
N e W the TORY Ae dbrt: T 7 


trying further thoſe powers which had re- 


_ ceived fuch flattering eulogiums in Beau 

Mordecai, and ſo much was he diſguſted 
with the dumb artendunts given him to 
perſonate, and the ſmalineſs:of his falary, 
that he was often on the point of quitting 
London, and joining ſome country Com 


income, he would have had the ſatisfaction 
of ks the principal characters. 
We the Summer, he was engaged for 
Portimauth by Mr. Younces, who was. 
edna af that Theatre, as well as 
e, at Covent - Garden. In Portſ. 
mouth, Quick had greater ſcope for his: 


abilities, which he diſplayed to ſuch ad- 


varitage as to procure the favour of the 
whole town, and the ee of the 
Manager. | 

Mx. Younorn a 
for his philanthropy, of which a very con- 
iderable part of the preſent moſt eminent 
—— now in Leingbe. have felt the- 
generous. 


* 


to do ſervices. : zntl l © 1. a 
Qoſtck's merit, and n hin 8 
have patience, and when the Paglock was 
ordered to be got up at Covent- Garden, 
he gave him the part of Mungo this 
Quick at firſt declined, from a fear of 
attempting it after D1BDin, who had | 
very happily ſueceeded in it; but Mr. 

YouncEs inſiſting on his performing i It, 
Qu1cx- conſented to perſonate the /able 
Hero, and how much he is the hero of the 
piece, every one knows n A 
perform it. 
He was now e bot the Public. 
as an Actor of great humour, and gra- 
dually advanced in his profeſſion ; but the 
eclat; and at once ſtamped him 4 Per- 
former of the very firſt claſs, as that of 
Iſaac, in the Duenna, a, part Which he 
. with tuch whim and juſtneſs of 
| 2 
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Ils. WEBB, 


ER 
4 * 5 


; IF n not Lhe ach: ha Afreſs, yet 
certainly the moſt conſpicuous on the 
Stage. She was born in Norwich, and 
early initiated in theatrical myſteries, but 
to enumerate the Companies ſhe has per- 
formed in would be to enumerate nine- 
tenths of the Companies in the three 
kingdoms. 

Her maiden name was Co. She 
married Mr. Day, and was in the Nor- 
wich Company thirty years ago. After 
the death of her firſt huſband, ſhe con- 
| ceived a fondneſs for Mr. Jackson, a 
Comedian well known in Bath and Briſtol, 
and lived with him many years. 85 


| The Hatrery of. our +. predogilnabe paſ- 
ſions is ſure to be followed by affeQion, 
which appoſite taſtes mote firmly rivet. 


Mrs. Day was ſuch an'aditiirer of Heli. 


| ogabulus, that ſhe ſtud ied: the different ; 
ways of cooking anithab food, with more 
ſatisfaction than he ſtudied SHakes- 
PEAR or 'Concreve, and ſuch. was her 
proficiency. in drefling a Beef-ſteak, that 
the late Mr. We zz felt her culinary pre- 
parations go to his heart :—he praifed her 
ingeavity-/in pleaſing, the palate—ſhe was 
delighted with the compliment, and.. Cn 


qually fond of pleaſing their en OY 


4 ſentiment induced them to marry. 

A more jolly couple than Mr. and Mrs. 
Wes never trod the Stage 
appearance was not at all calculated to 
excite compaſſion, and make a luerative 
benefit in a country town; they had, 
however, a good income from the Edin- 
burgh Theatre, which enabled them to 
ene favourite paſſion. 
EEE: .T'2 s Mr. 


11 Wins 1 in 2 r Jon ten 
or twelve years ago, out: that lat 
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nager with a favourable opinion of her 
talents was Mrs. Kitchen, a character in 
ſome ſmall temporary piece of Mr. Col 
Man's, which was performed at the Hay. 
market; and a character which it may be 
ſuppoſed ſhe was well acquainted with. 
Ari. Cheſhire, in the Agreeable Surpriſe, 
next brought her forward. =She was 
| engaged at Covent-Garden, 220 in ſuch 
parts as Lady Dove, the Duenna, Lady 
Lambert, &c. the ſtands alone, unrivalled | 
by any competitor. Her voice is remark- 
ably ſtrong and clear, and her enunciation 
perfectly correct indeed the is allowed 
tobe one of the beſt ſpeakers on the Stage. 
She was formerly a celebrated Singer in 
the country, and tilt evinces muſical abi- 
: 75 but what has gained her moſt repu- 

tation 
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tation is her figure, which is uncom- 
monly luſty and groteſque—yet the i is ex- 


tremely vain of her beaut Ye 
The expence of the plentiful table forced 


Mr. Wa nB into the King's Bench, where n 


he died a few years ago. 
Before we leave this ſtately dame, we 
cannot help relating, that one evening, 


entering the Green Room very warm; 5 


wiping her face with a pocket-handker- 
chief, ſhe ſuddenly exclaimed, C- 


„ my handkerchief ſmells of oil i. 


* No wonder, Madam, replied Mrs. Mar- 
rocks,“ * You've 760i www: your 1 
with it.. ny 


. 
* 


* 
F 
-. 4 + 
7 . * 
* 
+ 
9 
* : 
PR, Ls 
— 
: ? N * 
2 * 
by 
3 


0 n 9 * * * 4 
Na ot” SOIT TIE. F n Rn 
EE PB a En EA ee 2 OP Oh TO ne 0 
N N Ro 8 3 e Ys SY 25 FS TIF > IX IH {4 
N T 7% * by * 
. 7 * * oy 


9 


17 


tre, where vice ſeldom receives a check, 
aud where the fallibility of human nature 
is almoſt ſuffered without reproach to de- 
ate from the paths of rectitude, he has 
Divine, and in him we ſee an inſtance of 
he poſſibility, that virtue may be nurſed 

even in the Green Room. © 
The parents of Mr. BLANncHA⁰ were 


years ago employed in 
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ceived that his talents were not li — 
be called into ac bs 
ſuch a favourite of the Bath = 


who are ever culling the choi 
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5 mour on Be 1 bis ; «ability Fa = 
able conduct off it, rendering him at once, 
au ne and ren actor. He 


There: is a pleaſing dude 0 on. his. coun- 15 
tenance, much more alluring on, than 
the Stage, which is ſaid to have made a 
warm impreſſion dn the heart of a young 
lady, then at a boarding-ſchool- i in. Bath, 
whoſe. relations werenot only people of for- 
| tune, but title. T he wounded fair one 
found means to obtain an interview, and 
by indirect hints ſufficiently expreſſed her 
paſſion; but whether Mr. B AxcHARD's 
affections were already engaged, or that he 
ated as the moſt rigid honour dictated, it 
is certain, that he thanked the young lady 
for her good opinion, but declined the 
flattering offer. The lady, who was very 
young, and whoſe name e for obvious * 
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cds to ſay was the object of o „ 
hero's attention; but this illiberal aſſertion „ 
did not cool the mutual flame of the omg 
couple ; eter ep en 2 


ET 


Mr. eee had many offers; 0 
from London, but refuſed them, untilfach 7 
liberal terms might be obtained as would — 
enable him to keep his wife and an aged Mi 
parent with comfort; and a 
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quate to his wiſhes was e * yur 
the end of 1787. 411 | 
It might reaſonably hos 8 ima- 
gined, that one who had paſſed all his life 
on the Stage, would not be terrified at the 
thoughts of appearing before a' London 
audience: the reverſe was however the 
caſe with Mr. BL ANHAR D. For a week 
previous to his debut, he was in the greateſt 
agitation of mind, and could reſt neither 
night nor day. His fears communicating; 
to his wife, whoſe nerves were of a more 
de ĩcate texture, are ſaid to have worked ſo 
much upon her feelings, that ſhe actually 
became inſane for a conſiderable time; a 
circumſtance which, it may be ſuppoſed, 
contributed not a little to his own REES 


bation. - 


About the month of Okaber, he made 
his entree in Hodge, in Love in a Village; 
and performed Sharp, in the Lying Valet, 


in the Farce. His merit was ſo obvious 


that he received very flattering applauſe ; 
| and 


and by his excellence in various other cha- 
racers; particularly the Plough Boy, in 
the Farmer, he has improved on the 
public Os 1 is now a gremt favo ou- 
ne.. ho We | | 

There is an ee yn in his coun- 
tenance, mixed with ſeeming good- nature, 
which is peculiarly, his own, and is ex- 
tremely appropriate to ſeveral parts that he 
performs. He is likewiſe unrivalled in 
pourtraying rural ſimplicity, which is his 
true forte, although he ſometimes appears 
in foppiſh characters. His perſon is ra- 
ther ſnort and thick; but not diſagreeabl 
bo, and as the current of popular opinion 
is in his favour, he will e riſe to 
confderable body eminencę. 


* 
; 3 


1 


« 4 
, ” 4 
7 OY x 7 2 7 
7 3 £ 4 3p = ; w 3 > : 
£4 - I 
8 L F 4 : 7 £ 7 . F F 
+5 * 1 . I : * * * 2 & a 
4 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
5 
* 
8 
4 
I 
* 
1 NN 
+3 
% 
5 
o 


* 8 - * % : 
a - * 4 * 5% = » * * A 
* 
7 « 
4 5 
— - _ 
— LEW 892 $a 1 : LET Jo 
— — £ Pg * IL K 
” 
"1 
; 1 ; Fo * * £ 5 
* * * * 7 * i « o © *þ Sc. * * ——_ x - 7 
F _ I 
* 4 3 3 
4 By * * * . — - 4 F + 4, « 
* * 1 | : . 5 1 5 2 
7 $4 5 : 4 * 2 . &. 34 ww 3% 
— 1 * * + 
* 
— 
# 
a 
. 
._ 

| 
$ 
: 
} lt > - 
! 2 a . 
| attac Over 
4 
' 
| o ty * * 5 
1 . 

* 

% 
| g a 

* 0 ; 
* 
* 4 a ? 
- 7 1 : 5 
: * * N 

i 


3 Bel 
9 
5 2 
= 


7 


t 2 


ict celetiGtedtinorigh db rien Te : 
modern Players, were obliged to time and 


| obſervation for the cultivation of their 


talents; and indeed; when we conſider 


the many mechanical requifites that are 


mate to aſſiſt genius in this profeſſion, 


why it ſhould be otherwiſe is an obje&t of 
ad miration Some exceptions, however, 
have prevailed over this general rule. 


Gamen rex Sand POWELL bore er | 


| exception. 26 10 = 
Deſeended from 2 go 


| fide her educa 


period wheti moff girls are occupie by no 
other ideas than their pleaſure. Before 


ſhe ha ume to determine on any thing, a2 


dignifled Profef ie Long Robe paid 
his devorrs to her. This Gentleman be- 


ing early bred an 9 and after- 
Will 5 wards 


_ _— 
name of Youncs, who left her little be- : 
„ the heroine of thele 
pages had her ſituation in life to make at 4 ; 


: i we 17 N 
£ I : * * 7 N 3 n — 5 1 7 5 J £ % A 
7 } 6 g "oof 2 - 2 * k 7 fs 
* * 9 1 1 . ? a 7 * £ . 8 * * * 4 « #% * 8 . - 7 0 4 Pe 0 4 2 8 £ 5 5 a 
4 * \ £ 1 *2 "ug \ N 5 * * * I 4 N 8 9 4 Ne = 3 . N E -465- 
A 2s F 3 yg ; Ss 15 5 \ *%." 8 5 1 . * - 8 - 4. Hal 
. 0 at 3 # F ME < * 5 4 8 OY ' 3 g x; 2 8 . "= : 2 : a * J d 1 1 * * ta <A; SY - 
> . X , « - > 4 x © * Re; ow Sz $a < * 2 4 IL 8 72 Fs 8 ito * oo FEI 0-2 Ie" q 2 © » Bs 2a "Ak * 8 A 5 vr 2 
q * "al : 1 l 4 Py : 1 5 = v 1 x 2 Pr A $s $ - p / 3 * 8 22 Pet LE Is 8 2 3 ; . wh e e # RE X 2 
8 x 5 td Ne gs . £\ 4 > INE. 2 v2 i y 885 5 1 G BY: 3 4 75 Sas D n N 
5 * * 8 ; . & 5. 2 Wh Wet 3 2E e 1 i 1 8 N L . x 8 & 4 . 8 
n 8 Joh fs 2 8 8 R ˖ ͤ ˙ fi S 2 fort] BD) Hd * = 
y 5 ? & 6 OIL 58 Ne 46 * * ee, IR 12 4328 oa A he 1 * n : | 
3 33 n ITS RPE ; * — 
8 — — 
— oy fan — 3 
P * — 1 © Cos 


- 
\ © 
* 
[ b 
) - 4 4 - 
} : 
1 3 
[i 
| ; 
f | 
E | 1 
* 
4 7 
Y 


wards. 1 the 1 ( with. whoſe 


5 quibbles he ſoon became very. converſant) 
tit is not to be expected he ſhould be a 
connoiſſeur in the myſteries of Cupid, 


Plutus, however, Was his friend, who pre- 


vailed ſo feelingly with the young Lady, 
that on certain conditions ſhe condeſcended 
to bleſs his arms. For ſome time, from 


the force of gratitude on her fide, and no- 


velty on his, this amour was ſupported 2 


with a tolerable grace. But ſhort is the 


date of that connexion where the hearts 


do not unite! The natural moroſeneſs of N 


his temper breaking out, removed the ar · 


tificial affection ſhe was induced to ſnew 
him; and deſpiſing a ſettlement ſo:incom- 


patible with happineſs, ſhe readily diſſolved 


a connexion in which her e not her 
heart, conſented. 


Her experience mith this, cor oy. 4 quibbler 


taught her the folly of combating her in- 
elinations, and ſhe now determined to be 
the carver of her om n She 
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mne to Mr.Garr Ict, that Gen- 
tleman was ſo pleaſed with her firſt eſſay, 
that he took: the p ins of attending 


+ Ds 


At the end of three kite” E OO *s 
” Winter of 1768 the came out in n Tool. 


1 
"i 

; ; 
-Þ 


* 
FPFEFUFFPͥ ³¹Ü ũ ¹ . A . ˙ oo 


Way 


% I ge e 


— 


— A ap 


——— E 3 — ——2—— 


—— 22 


. 


Public; convinced them. ber aQing mas 
not the mere force of document, but of 


3 and, in te flo es 


ſecond to none but Mrs. Baxkx. . 


67 rom theſe proofs Mis Younge 's thes 


9d the 0. ſhared moſt of the 121 5 


Other for that fide of the 
dicious veteran. inſtantly 
and, accordingly made 
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ble bead again 
ftreet Theatre. 
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The people of 
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to her abilities. 
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relinquiſh the: 
violent quarrel between Mis 


AT Es, 
im greatly at the The 
dim in giving up his concerns in 1. ; 


N 


her lain of. his ales, N 
A mutual affection aroſe from this circum- 
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manages with great ſkill; but there is a 
cold ſoſemnity in her manner, particularly 
in Tragedy, that, although it diſplays her 
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THis Gentleman adds to the train of 
Performers who have been broke (1 to 
a theatrical expreſſion for a firſt appear- 
ance) on the Iriſh. Stage. Born in Dub- 
and being the ſon of an eminent 
Weaver in that metropolis, his father de- 
1 him for that buſineſs, in which 
there is little doubt he would have eſta- 
bliſhed himſelf as a capital tradeſman, had 
his endeavours ſeconded the intentions of 
his family; but the Stage, which has a 
variety of charms for a young man who 
has a penchant that way, ſolicited him ſo 
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frongly," that 1 ws nn in 
vain. to attach himſelf to buſineſs for a 
long while, he at laſt publicly dener his 
intentions ; at once ed ec f e FE öͥͤöͥ 
for:thit ember. 15 e ol ron 3 
eee Ade Liar ä 
who had by this time embraced the Da- 
na, probably ated as a ſtrong induce- 
ment. The firſt part he appeared in was 
George Barniuell, in a country town in 
Treland, and under the tuition of Mr. P. 
Laws, uncle to the Deputy- Manager of 
 Covent-Garden,————Whatever his ap- 
plauſe might have been, ve believe it was 
no difficult matter to compute his profits. 
The life of an itinerant Player 
Wounds with fo much diſtreſs as 
| it only ſupportable to two kinds of peg= - 
ple: thoſe who are under the cathufiaſln — -*} 
of the Stage, or thoſe who, from their 3 
indolence or obſcurity can poſſibly, expect 
no better alternative. Our hero being un. 
. eee of the farmer, way 3 


. n, he ſhekered —_—_ 


though not under all his former 
. . embarrafſinents, yet in no proper direction 
1 either to eultivate his talents or his for- 
1 tune. "Tt is 5 K deſpicable neceſſity that the 
anagers * the Dublin Theatres e 


dire their poverty, 8 or 
want of attention, they do not pay their 
6 always very regularly: by theſe 
are often obliged to look for | 


* 


we ane will give them credit, rather than 
. to thoſe that will do them 3 and hence 


— —— 
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LE. thoſe Performers occupy all the prin 
1 en whiltt others of. greater merit, who 


is arrangement or not, re 
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were jouned by an Engliſh g 
who being alone, begged permiſſion to ſit 


upon him to be one of the honeſteſt fel- 


he would give him in an i 
the latter; then pulling qut a caſe of 


- * 
N "sf I 4 
; . — ; 
— Wh = r Y i 3: L I. - . 85 8 
# 4 * : i 3 1 1 ad 5 ES PIPER 
SF, S ; , : *% 2 8 * 3. , 
* — 
*. --o, 


un DEC br Dram in the Hs orga | 
of his Miſtreſs, when by accident they 
ntleman, 


with them. The bottle circulating quickly. - 


after ſupper, the converſation conſequently. 
took a lively turn, in which the 2 


bore his part with ſo much ſatisfaction to 
Mr. Alck IN, that ſtarting up in a tran- 
ſport of affection, he ſhook him by the 
hand, and oſten telling him, he looked 


los in the 


i and his friend, he ſaid 


piſtols from his pocket, continued, Know 
my dear boy; I am engaged to run away 
wich x lady this night, ſupported by thoſe 
gentlemen ; now you ſhall be of the party 
here Ee 1 pr Ry 
. hace 


4 229 : 
Tue other, . petrified at this. 3 
bis friendſhip, for ſome time did not 
know what to make of it; till ſeeing it 
was merely the effuſion of youth and 
friendſhip, he told him he was 
much obliged to him for his partiality, 
and that he would readily attend him, but 
meeting with an accident in his left leg a 
few days before, liis not being able to 
run might be the means of diſcovering 


after dan ng the accident that de- 
| prived him of fy valuable an aſſociate, - he 
fallied out, dd Jo. few. hours Was * | 


good as his word. 1 
On his e in Rp og 8 : 


he. roſe. into. conſiderable. reputation at 
Drury-Lane, and about twelve years ago 
he 1 er to Covent-Garden :. he ſoon 


after ſet upa Hoſier's ſhop i in Lesen, a 
. II. 5 X 


and a 


lis excuſe was ſufficient, 
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in that” article But whe. | 


ther from the death of wife, or that 
he again diſliked"bufineſs, he withdrew in 
a few years from that line, and coinmenced 
Manager of the eee The 
e ee great ſuccefs. 
He has | now dene ee 
chlant in the city, and who has a jointure 
of eight hundred pounds per annum dur- 
ing her own Nie. This with Mr. Alex- 
1n's 'thea moluments enable them 
to live in afffuerice; nor is his heart ſen: 
Able of ſelf⸗ gratificati only, for which 
Mr. G azpirex of Covent Garden The- 
are Ws on his death bed, and.” 
of his -falary for being incapable of hi 
neſs, Mr. Aron generouſly al we 
him the ame unt out of his o private 


ow? 190; Wh ei 


* 


11 eee 


1 


diſindt voice, he has . in the 
impaſſioned declamatory parts of Tragedy, 
inſomuch that from his ſo often: being caſt 
in this line, -lris/-intimates> of the Green 
Room have. ch altened him TIRA Nr 
Alckix;“ a character in private life no 
man is more the reverſe of, either in tem- 


per or the duties of friendſhip, than Mr. b 


Alek iN. We do not, however, aſſert tha 
all his merit lies in Tragedy, when we 
have ſeen him fill with ſo: much pleaſur 
the ſerious parts in Comedy—ſuch as Sir. 
John Flawerdale, in the Sc heal for Fathers; | 
Stochwell, in the res Indian, &c, There 
is a pleaſing har mony in his tones, and a 
preciſion of ä that give force 

E e eee Nee en oil the . 
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tion are of leſs importance to Stage Can- 

didates, than to the Candidates in any 
other profeſſion, where ſo much natural 
talent is required. Strong mental facul- 


ties are of more utility to a Player, than 

| Greek, Latin, or Metaphyſics: — he: ce 
our preſent Hero ſhines the firſt en 0 
Covent-Garden Theatre, and no in 


derable Actor, although report has - not 


yet aſcribed to him a tranſlation of the 


Iliad, or a familiar acquaintance with 
Locke, Newton," Deſcartes, or even En- 

ticks Dictionary. 
. ans claims this honour of his birth. 
His 


cm) 
His mother being z dealer i in wall: fruit, | 


—_— was watt: known to T eal 
men, who are 3 vary fond. 
of eoond-hand fey; and thus did little 
iedge ef the Sons of the Seck and Buſlkin/- 
Pleaſed with their ſeeming grandeur, his 
mind became” attached te ſo ſplendid bl 
pr Fu 
ners of af itinerarit Company in Ireland. 
The Stage is locked on with great con 
tempt in the country parts of the ſiſter 
kingdom; and as Jonus roug w was A fine 
handſome fellow, he was frequently ſe 
kcite@ by a Recruiting Sezen, eine! © 
Athlone, to enter into his Majeſty's we 
be bot e thay hit iout bur hero declined} 
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0 for debt b b 


arried its aligns SIT e 2s! LG 
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06234 ö . 
le vas ſeveral years in the Army, and 


3 his time in devotions to Mars and 
Venus; but too much freedom with the 


8 4 


Etter brought on an ill ſtate of health, 


which, however, he reſolved to turn to 


advantage. He had long been ſick of the 
ttade of war, and now prevailed on the 


Surgeon, who was his _ to repre- 


conſequence of huh he was uy BY rged. 
He immediately ſet off for Dublin, and 
obtained an engagement in the Theatre, 


- though at a ſmall ſalary. Miſs Porcrizx, 


2 daughter of Mrs. Taomeson, who 
made a conſpicuous figure at Covent-Gar- 


den about twenty years ago, was then the 


favourite warbler in that ciry; ; and as ſhe 
united with an excellent voice, a pretty 
perſon and unblemiſhed: character, our. 
hero paid his addreſſes to her with; great 


ſervency, and not being eaſily tpn; 


he ſoon prevailed on her to marry him. 


5 "| 235 5 


public efitination 255 Singer, until he and 
his wife took the lead in that department. i 
He was always fond of play, and at one 
time had a diſpute with the Marker at a 
r PO: about- RIO 2 + 


games; bar Jonnerons e ing 
circumſtance, refuſed ta pay it, thong 
very ofiew folicted. While performing 
in Cjmon, where the verſes of one of his 
ſongs concluded with, Sing bey derry 
down! Sing hey derry down! to his great 
aſtoniſhment he was always anſwered by 
the Marker from the Gallery, with, Pay 
me 'Fack Johnſtone my ten and a pemny—= © 
my ten and a penny! —— This whimfical 
way of demanding. payment proved very — 
entertaining to the audience, and-.molt 
effectually forced our hero to comply. * 
In 1783 he was engaged, with his wife, 
for Covent-Garden, by Mr. Hax 16, and 
made his debut as Lionel, with eonſidera. 
ble eclat. Mrs. Jo 7 was likewiſe 


þ- 47S 


£ #ſs were! eee as. 
Weid anden was deteſted. 

She uſed every art to ſeduce the affections 
. hero eee erali tix Hy 1 


Mrs: Jon erden who took lodgings at 
Turnham-Green, purpoſely to abſent her- 
felf from the painful ſcene. She died 
chere a few months afterward of a broken 

heart; yet during the whole of her Uſneſs 
ſhe'was never heard to blame eith 
huſband e or his paramour. 

The finances of Mrs. Wit so were 
85 any exhauſting, and at laſt they became 
Ges- chat Whether ed lack of love 


a juſt puniſhment for her ne articu 
larly towards Mrs. Jon xsTons, © © 
Mr. JonxsTove, left now without any 
Sealer connexion, became CY very genera 1 
lover, but always had an eye to intereſt 
he at laſt found a Lady who had been ſet- 
tled in a handſome annuity by a Friend 


and with her, we believe; he has lived for : 
at- 


ſeveral years : — indeed, his gener 
tention to pecuniary matters has enabled 


him, as it is ſaid, to oblige: his acquain- 
tance with ſums of money on equitable 
principles, and to haue _ him a above 


the reach of - poverty. IT 2024-009 

He enjoys very high! vour with 
Public, yet gives himſelf very: little wouL 
ble to deſerve it. -© Both his natural and 
| feioned voices nn 


different, and ſeparated by ſuch a chaſm, 


that —_ Bs wes rol the one en 


and it was ſaid ies alley of mind— 


0 


once from the open di aſon, to "a ſmall 
flute ſtop. This deſect is highly repre- 
henſiple, becauſe it is evidently curable. 
Mere he to employ ſome time every day 
n ſol far ing, the gulf would ſoon be filled 
up, and a ſmooth, connected, and un- 
a commonly. ,extenſive voice obtained. 
Bauch practice too would improve him 
in other ꝓeſpecds. His volubility and ex- 
preſſion would receive that improvement 
Which they want. He would be induced 
to pay more attention to time. He would 
learn 5 in ed libitum paſſuges to introduce 
ſomething like à cadence, inſtead of 2 
protracted ſcream... He would foon be 
the moſt powerful Engliſh Singer ; 4 and 
enjoy ihat applauſe from taſte and jud, 
ment, which he now receives Wehnen oe: 


panion ; 5 and is, f mas e the 
Pains, of Wars” 8 Fart ies; but that 


Soo 5 melody 


„ 


| melody al. his voice than we bebe 
"bo his mart he is habe and bandſome, 
if we except his legs, which are uneom- 
monly thick; and oblige him as often as 
poſſible to wear Boots. He pc 
lerable merit as an n his deportment 
is eaſy and genteel, and his readings are 
the reſult of a good natural eee 
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of perſonal and mental captivations, whoſe 


bewitching powers endear moſt when en 


aged in the delineation of artleſs ruſti- 
ity; we bring forw d Mrs. WeLLs with 


o 


Devise, now. 


4 


Snduck for aRing, e bene ed 
perſons of that profeſſion, ſhe embarked 
her all upon the Stage, and, with. two 
—— on her hands, the obtained an 
The powerful aid of extraordin Wl 
lent was ſomewhat wanting to ſecure her 
abe continual countenance of the Iriſh 
nation. She returned to England; and 
North, were her beſt abilities diſplayed. 
About this time it was that our young 
_ Coullip firſt walked into public notice, 
and puerile as her exettions were, her 
Feet delicacy of viſage, and elegant meek- 
nels of deportment, | drew that which & 
b 8 rr eee 
a warmth in every breaſt that came near 


Theatre, felt foreibl the tsth of 
this aſſertion, and his utmoſt efforts were 


exerted. to een. So young a heart 


The 


- 


was eaſily | 


Mr. Mentions 65" at ah noni "nd 


poor Cowſlip. was wedded without . 


ing for what reaſon; _ : 


An union in which affeQion on the ſide, 
of our fair one had n ſhare; and which 


was hrought about by too. ſudden and too 


tranſitory a paſſion on the ſide of Mr. 
Waris, could net be expected to exiſt 


long. At Exeter the bridegroom became 


attached to a, Lady who had formerly. 
kept a Chandler's-ſhop in Holborn, but 


has remained ever. fince. 


For the object of our preſent. ſtory 13 


was: an event the moſt: fortunate” in her 
lie. Unincumbered by a huſband of na 
abilities, her own brilliancy. of powers 


commanded . more notice, and conſe- 


— 


& : quently 


3 


who bad now commenced Actreſs, and 
they both ran off to Ireland, 8 


* 


ca) 


more fame. - Mr. FOO IO? impreſſes 
with the higheſt eſteem for her talents, ob- 
tained for her àn engagement at the Hay 
market, and ſhe made her firſt appearance | 
on a London Stage about the year 1781. 
- So much beauty and Dramatic merit 
could not be ſuffered to depart the me- 

: tropolis when once it had been ſeen in it. 
She was engaged for the Winter at Drury- 
Lane; and we may add, what in adding 
is but juſlice, that ſhe ſtepped: the more: 
into good opinion the more ſhe-was ſcen; 
nor ſnould her ee in the male ha- 

: bit be overlooked. r en bs 
Fler fucceſs, however, was not con- 
fined to Comedy alone. The powers of 
the immortal Sippons having rendered 
Tragedy faſhionable, Mrs. WEIIs, whoſe- 
general talents are happy in depicting uni- 
verfal Drama, paidher oriſons to the me- 
lancholy Melpomene : the played /ſabella' 
at one time for her benefit, and Jane 


| Shore at anothes, O00 fu rptile-excited at” 
her 


t 4 4 


her attempt is not to be wondered at, when, 
5 it is known that ſhe was looked upon in 
the train of Thalia as a pricipal, and that 
the grief-rending Geng: . yet had 
entered on. 
The prejudice a her — va- 
nilned as ſhe appeared. The ſcenes of 
Sou T REAN and Rows ſhe pourtrayed with 
that natural animation and pleaſing effect, 
that are only to be effected by ſublimity of 
genius and ſublimity of beauty. The 
majeſty of Siopoxs was majeſty indeed : 
but the ſoft pathos and diſeriminatin 
delivery. of Mrs. WII Ls, were delightful 
to every diſcriminating auditor; and her 
ſhriek in bella, moved many tenden 
hearts to ſhriek with her in uniſon. 
Thus did her own merit do what me- 
rit always will do.— Her name as a Trage- 
dian became honourable, as her name as 
a Comedian had been before. The Pub- 
lie Advertiſer, and the Morning Chroni- 
"el two papers at that time in high re- 
* 3 queſt 


queſt for. their Theatrical rvations, = 
grew ſtill into more Nag by the Pvet 
and elegant delineations of her faſcinating 
performances: the language of them wa 
new); and novelty, added to him and 
peculiarity of expreſſion,” rendered them 
valuable, as the Poems of Della Cruſca, ; 
which will live with al Poems Lowe es 
ferve o 
The fame Built upon her Tragieat ex- 
ertions, Mrs. WeLLs' hoped would in- 
fluence the Drury- Lane Managers to put 
her forward in that line: ſhe was in that 
opinion, however, fomewhat miſtaken ; 
for, blind*to their own intereſt; they were 
blind to her excellence; and * why that 
- commendable ſpirit that di ifhes con- 
fcious capacity, ſhe went over to the 
Covent- Garden Manager, where the 
fiouriſbed i in Hermione, Imogen, &c. but 
| the cup and dagger not predominating at 
that Houſe, Mrs. Wer Is threw them 


. 
.- 
* The 
— 


her unte exhibition" ef 
long been follctedin y vain. 


' thoſe Peers had 
In the um 


e 8 
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ard wit h bat? imitations at 


her ; that. the applauſe was 
inceſſant; and that her li 
ticularly” thoſe” of Mrs. ' S:vDoNs and 
Mrs. Cx Awr On N win 
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Maude, were reſorted to with. that degree 
of avidity, that diſtinguiſhed | the early 


Ts of Mrs. S1DDoNs's. career: — She 


has this ſeaſon, with her return, reſtored 
faſhion to that Houſe, Her imitations 


| the frequently gives at her Benefits, where 
thoſe who' know what is to receive great 
Dramatie gratification, are ſure to attend. 


The. Dramatift, and other pieces which 
the has patronized, beſt can * the 
truth of this. % 

In thoſe few Summers paſt e has 
given the provincial towns a taſte of her 
exquiſite Theatrical niceties. Chelten- 
ham and Weymouth have been bleſſed 
with her wide ſpread power of pleaſing ; 
and the general admiration of the No- 
bility and Gentry has been eclipſed by 
the particular n. and attention .of 
Their Mazzorins, . 

Of thoſe virtues 5 6 3 e 
mans race, Mrs. Werus is by no means 
Ke her care of an aged mother 


Can 


5 249. 155 


can never be too much Ss; ber be» ; 
nevolence to the unfortunate Mrs. Ep- 
wN can never be enough praiſed; and 


her generoſity to all objects of charity 


is well known to thoſe who are proud or 


knowing her. 


In the Theatrical hemiſphere her abi- 8 
lities have long been admired; and with. _ 
that admiration muſt ceaſe all true taſte, _ 
Simplicity characteriſes her ſuperior Act- 
ing; nor are Comedy or Tragedy loſt 

in hes hands. With due diſtinction, ſhe 

may be called a child of Nature; and 
with juſtice moſt rigid, ſhe may be called 

a divine Performer. She is handſome _ 
and elegant i in her perſon ; ; her face is 
completely beautiful; and her leering 
ſmile is, with ſenſations the moſt W 
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de characterifed for more Mberal f 


a „ have e 
been found, yet the general odium on the 
character of an Actor, which is regularly 
tranſmitted from age to nge, has not abat- 
ed, and mankind have never been diſpoſed 
to form a proper eſtimation of ſuch worth, 


but have conſidered them as a ſpecies oo 


beings calculated only to promote r the pur-- 
| poſs of upon; wr 1/96 0 fret their 


ſophy 7000 chte arts, that lee vegans : 


ments ; and, in this country at leaſt, an 
Actor who poffeſſes folid claims to dif- 
een in di and whoſe private fe | 


dance of rs ms chic 


T4, fn 
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but too well founded. It is certain 
whatever tie condition of the 
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en 


of our notice, while ſhe has raiſed a very 
cdenaaderabie fare of thrawical 
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wivate- life, a: ns ate hind | 
— to ſlander with the leaſt ex ep. 
Boran imputation., ee 
- Mrs. EL1zABETH: KemBLE was bam 
ondon, and is the daughter of Mr. 
e of Great Pulteney - ſtreet, 
; Golden- quare, Muſical Inſtrument - maker 
to the PRINCE of WaLzs. She had 
from early life indulged a ſtrong propenſity 
to the Stage, but knowing that ſuch pur- 
ſuits were highly diſagreeable to her fa- 
mily, ſhe was obliged to conceal her incli- 
. nations, though ſhe was incapable of ſap- 
pre ing n my AT" had 
pare her for her favourite eokton,-the ſhe 
Was obliged to proſecute in ſecrecy, and 
had very ſeldom an opportunity of pro- 
improvements by the exam- 
exhibitions BEE ſets 
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r. HAK RIS, the Ma- 


N. 


28 ; Mis SATEHELL was in 


er which princi- 
ation with the 
her the warm- 
8 well as excited 


* 


: derneſs, delicate timidity, and AR | 1 | 


ny 


Plec „ chiefly to- ber exons: he, er of 
however, it would be improper: to pas 

over Mrs. Pope, 
who not oni by diſplayed _ fore of: a 


then Miſs Lou sos, 


private virtues are upon a level with her 
public abilities. It is not neceſſary to 
enumerate che ſexeral characters Which 
Miſs Sara. afterwards aſſumed z it 
is ſufficient to ſay, that, in the gentler pro- 
vince of Tragedy, where refined and inte- 


ence over the affeQions 1 was 28 us powerful a as * 
her delineation of nature was: vivid. — 
beautiful. One character indeed ſhould 
be particularly noticed, and that was Aras, 
bella, in Mrs. Cow i. xis pleaſant Comedy 
of Mare 77 ays.; than One. Plaintive 


Hduity, to . es talents of | 
Mib SaTcszLL,' fully. proved that her 


5 


very ſpeedily took place. © 


Agile, Mr. Serena KauskE E, 4 

brot! r of Mrs. $1HDORs, was engl | 
at attachinent aroſe” between kim ad 
Mis Sarenzlt, that with the concur. = 
Tence of their mutual e 7 marriage 


S don, 
Mr. Kertet ten diſcharge cafioned his 
wifes: 1 from Covett-Garden, 
'Fheatre'at the cloſe of that ſeaſon. | 
In 1783, after taking leave of W 
5 tropolie, Mr. and Mrs. KE META perform - 
ed at Liverpool, Edinburgh, and other re- 
ſpectable places im theſe kinydortts, where 
mie conftaritly became the re gning fuvoti- 
ite, and was always diftingujthed by the 
eufogitms of the Muſe. Ihe place, how- 
ever, in which this 1 rope has : 


1 12 "at 


Jents; was Exeter, where ſhe lias been re- 
ceived with a warmth of admiration that 
no Actreſs was ever able to ohtain before 
r and where her reſidence. Was ren 
dered d the more deſirable; as the in 
tants treated her with nn. flatter 
EROS private oftdeny dien Jon bid 
> Pleaſant; however, as her une at 
Bae muſt have been, it was impoſſible 
Ne talents: ſo valuable and conſpicuous 
ſnould be ſuffered to remain thus remote 
Koc Lo: dan: 3: and therefore, Mr. Cor 
ua, whoſe knowledge in theatrical. 
ters was the reſult of great abilities, exten- 
five literature, and long experience, made 
overtures to Mr. and Mrs. nan for 
an engagement at the Haymarket Thea he 
tre, which they accepted, upon terms ae 
quate to their talents and reputation. The 
return of our amiable heroine to Londan 
was 2 proper compliment from the Mana- 8 
ger to the wiſhes of the Public; though, at 
the ſame time, it certainly indicated a ſuit- 
17 5 | 1 able 
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So kay, allied: to the great family of 
KemBLE, the elevation of which has 
been Mrs. S1Dpons, we muſt refer the 
to that Lady's Memoirs for the 
| Ser of our ee e 1 is 
her el Brother. 

It being contrary to the wiſhes of Mr. 
R. KemBLE, that any of his children 
ſhould come upon the Stage, STzrnen 
was put apprentice to an Apothecary, 
whoſe name was CH Eva us, in Coventry 
or Worceſter, where he remained ſeveral 
years a diſciple of Galen. The example 
of his brother and ſiſters, who were by 
this” time _ the Sg: Ins however, 
e N . 
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And Mr, Haxz1s, hearing. that. the M 
nagers of Drury - 
Der brother, who poſſeſſe 

A Morey in my to \ oretl 
* D over the g great. Kemble, 
the bodily 10 the mental ſupe- 
Mr STEP px Kemp LE, | 
thediquets mad. 2110 b as g91 © 36! LA 
His firſt appearance Es een | 
was 28: Othells in 1783. Never was the 
0 r ſo literally murdered. Many 
mations excited laughter; and ſo fond 
; he of Miſs SAT CHBLL, the gentle 
; dhe gen left one fide of 
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„Miss SarenzII, who had mar. 
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His corpulence 
him diſagreeable; but the merit 
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if not applauſe ;—and if they are 
ed by the defire of fame and pop 
the Public are inclined to pardon an of- 
ficiouſneſs that is meant to give them 
pleaſure. The firſt of theſe reaſons Mrs. 
* BANNISTER cannot plead. The part ſhe 
takes in theatrical repreſentations is evi- 
dently derived from the love of fame, an 

eſs to give up the plaudits ft he 
| has been ſo long in the habit of receiving. 
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| The mother of this lady, Mrs. Hax 
PUR, is now a Mantua- aer, in CO 
"to which n 4 # 


eing in that. e vho 
Ws oe Tebis a 


Mr. — Was an with thee 


ae melody of her voice; brought her 
London; and, after undergoing the 
neceſſary preparation, ſhe made her firſt 
appearance at the Haymarket Theatre, in 
acer of een ben ns 


The gentleneſs of ber 


only. .the- enco * 

people, but of the muſical world in gene- 
ral. She was in the Winter engaged for 
Cc rent-Gurden,: and had a very 


years ago. 5 ol ter ee 
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Aon "fell on Mr. BAN IST 
preſent huſband. 
_ © She had attained fuch a: 


ſo much aſtoniſh and enrapture in Mas — 
BILLIN Oro. Her manner Was rather 
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CARGILL, who: was” drowned near Abe I 
rocks of Scilly, in her return ſrom tlie 
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83 many years, untit Mes Bet | 
LINGTON men a 4 has aſtonidh 
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of the ſeaſon to. make room for this. new . 
Mn. BANNISTER has, however, — 
os rained 
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2 REY ther tunen at the Haymarket. 
which ſhe filled ever ſinoe her een 
ance there; but as her talents: are upon 
the wane; her former celebrity is now a 
eee ge- e. and as ſhe. ad hen 
ind have a handſome fortune, inde: 
be of the Stage, it is hoped ſhe —1 
have more good ſenſe than remain only a 
public momento of her priſtine excellence. 
This lady is one among the few whoſe 
moral rectitude does honour to the Stage. 
During an ene with the Theatre 
of twelve years, the breath of ſcandal 
has never yet pang” her: i name. Her 
conduct endears her not only to her own 
family, but to all her acquaintance: ſhe 
poſſeſſes œcoOom without meanneſs; 
virtue without inſenſibility; and ſhe is ex- 
ee fond of her an — ul 
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| His facceſs at his firſt butt was * 
no means proportioned to his ardour; 
prejudiced againſt him on actount of his 
youth and inexperience, they would not 
permit him to perform, 1 
his repeated ſolicitations. He dreaded 
returning to his friends, 0 he had 
offended by his elopement; and no re- 
ſource being left but that of op 
he alles further into the country, and 

there joined an itinerant troop. Side 

that time he has i invariably, devoted his la- 
deen eee the Comic Muſe. 
Mr. Moss is, we believe, known, and 
has diſtinguiſned himſelf as a Comedian in 
moſt of the Companies in Britain and 
Ireland. In Edinburgh, where we un. 
eee ee ner an — 
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8 nor is * leſs 3 as 41 | 


man than in his ores are chan 
an Actor ; 
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mended him to the Dublin Stage, where 
His talents pleaſed iy much in his i inimi- 


Managers were Par to. Rites 1 
Play thirteen nights ſucceſſively He 
alſo performed with no leſs ſucceſs in 
Corke and other parts of Ireland. 
Such was now the celebrity of his pro- 
feſſional abilities, that the Managers of 
Drury-Lane would have brought him for- 
ward as a ſubſtitute for Mr, Parsoxs, had 

he not deemed. the terms inadequate, and 
therefore declined the engagement. The 
approba ion which he met with the fol- 
lowing ſeaſon at the Haymarket Theatre 
induced the. Managers of Drury-Lane to 
treat, and he was aQtualiy engaged for that 
ſituation ; but under the management of 
Mr. KemBLE he was ſo much kept back 
from the Public, on account of ſoine rea- 
ſons unknown to us, tha the was compelled, 
with becoming ſpirit, to ſolicit his dif _ 
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'  markable for bringing forward Performers 
of merit. Hznvzzson, Epwin, Quick, 
Miſs Faxzxex, &c, &c. made their debut 
at it; and the happy ſelection from coun- 
try Companies may entirely be attributed 

to the diſcrimination of thoſe eminent dra- 

3 matic writers, Foorg and CoLMAN, 

VIVI Whoſe judgments were not leſs acute in 

35 perceiving the talents of the Actor, than 

in perceiving the talents of the Author. 

But whether merit is more ſcarce now, or 

odr from Mr. CoLman's imbecility, there 

has not been, for ſeveral ſeaſons, a Per- 
former of the leaſt claim to public appro- 
EDEN gi bation 
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bation ſince the m of Mn. ; 
Brooks, if we except the Lady before us. 
Mrs. Taylor's mother, whoſe name 
is VALEN TIN, keeps a Muſic- ſhop at 
preſent in Leiceſter. Miſs VaLExTiNE; 
being poſſeſſed of a good voice, it is there- 
fore no wonder that it was early cultivated. 
Her tutors, however, were not very emi- 
nent maſters, and her accompliſhments in 
the ſcience extended no further than qua- 
| lifying her for a country Theatre; a ſitua- 
tion which ſhe embraced with pleaſure, it 
having been en the N of her 
e nl ie 8 
She had ſcarcely, erience 
veniencies of an itingrant ene 50 
fore ſhe was addreiſed by Mr. TAYLOR, 
a Gentleman who had been bred an At- 
torney, but whoſe Stage-ſtruck mind 
forced him to change his pens for trun=, 
cheons — ink for blood, and commence 
Actor. He made nee, 
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eyes, after a . courthip they were 
| married. | 

- She had obtained % oats; reputation 5 
in the provincial T heatres, not only as a 
Binger, but as an Actreſs, when ſhe came 
to London on a viſit to a friend, and was. 
introduced to Mr. Ticns, a Gentleman 
of diſtinction in Ireland, who intereſted 
Hiimlelf fo much in her behalf, as to ob- 
fain her an engagement at the ene 
ket, 1% 

-- Her firſt ene rice doin os 55 
firſt night of an After. piece, called, Hal 
an Hour after Supper, in which ſhe per- 
| ſonated a young, amorous, giddy girl, 
with ſuch vivacity as. procured her a fa- 
vourable, and indeed flattering reception. 
dhe afterwards performed Madge, in Love 
m a Village, and other characters, with 
equal ſucceſs; but as her vocal powers were 
not ſufficiently refined for a London au- 

dience, ſhe was confidered rather as an 
AQreſs'than as a Singer. On an emer- 
Fa S4 gency 
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geney the read Mrs. Goon AL 's part inn 
the Battle of Hexham, fo much to the i 
fatisfaRion. of the Public, as TS); 56 „ 
the Manager with » v ry ; vourgble opi- 3 
| She was laſt Winter engaged at a gen- 
teel falary in Edinburgh, where her abili- - 
ties rendered her a very great favourite; 

and as ſhe poſſeſſes the natural requiſites 

for an Actreſs, we doubt not that ſhe wilt 
e advances in the public eſtimation | 


this Summer, at the Haymarket. Es 
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MR. Witriauson's father was for- 
merly a very reputable Sadler in London, 
and gave the ſubject of theſe pages, whoſe 
real name is WiILIAs, a gentecl educa” 
tion. A misfortune that befel our hero 8. 
brother, brought ſuch diſgrace upon the 
family, that the old man went to India, 
In hopes of obliterating it from his me- 
mory; and his wife, with a — 
went to live in Berwick, 
" Young WitLiamson, unviling to 
burthen his mother, who could ſcarcely 
ſupport herſelf, and finding he was thrown 
upon the world, betook to the Stage, a 


profeſſion he had long been. ford of, and 
Among the itinerant-cors he was re- 

ceived as an excellent Actor. 

tales he 6ild on the gage dad a tend end 


oft the heart of a young Lady, of a good 


family and connexions, who, defirous of 


realizing the ſcenes in Othello, le ano< 
ther Deſdemona, eloped from her friends, | 
being previouſly aſſured of the honour amd 
affection: of Mr. Witt Amon; :whot 
married her. Beſide an agreeable perfor 
ſhe brought with her ſome valuable arti- 
cles; and her huſband has received, at 
different tinies, upwards of three thou- 
fand ONE mn "Bea 


The boney- nee A 
was not fo ſhort as, has been imagirieds 


They lived together mutually happy, tho 
eonfequence of which was two or des 
fine children. His riame-as an A | 
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the country. hin now raiſed into dome 


eſtimation, he was engaged for Edinbu h. 
where Mrs. BuLKELET conceiving * 
paſſion for him, eſtranged his affections 
| from his wife, and perſuaded him to fend 
her to live with ſome relations in London. 
Mr. Banks, who had hitherto been 
Mrs. BuL«gLEY' s gallant, could not ſub. 
mit paſſively. to this change, He chal- 
| lenged Mr. WiLLtiamsoN, and even 
ſtruck him in the Dreſſing- room; but 
without effecting any alteration in the 
Lady's mind, who it ſeems . highly 
_ pleaſed with the change. 
Mr. WILLIAM sox went to . 
in the Summer of 1782, at the ſame time 
that Mrs. BuLszLey firſt appeared at the 
Haymarket, So ſtrong was the paſſion 
of that Lady, that ſhe ſent ſeveral ſums 
of money to him; and miſerable when 
out of his 2 "oY exerted N nerve 


860 


in London, and at laſt ſhe accompliſhed it. 
Mrs. S1DDoNs having juſt aſtoniſhed 
the town, the:report of her brother, Joun' 
KenzLe's Hamlet, had excited great eu- 
rioſity to ſee it; and Mr. WIILIA ISO, 


perbaps wiſhing to anticipate him in that 


character, choſe it for his debut at the - 
Haymarket Theatre, in 1783; but his 


ſucceſs was ſo different from his wiſhes, 


that he has ever ſince been obliged to 


content himſelf with ſome of the third- 
| rate characters, 


With Mrs. BULKELEY, now Mrs. 5 
BAxksTaa n, he has lived. ever ſince. He 
is always engaged for the Haymarket in 


the Summer, and in the Winter he per- 
forms in Edinburgh; - While his wife 1 is 


left to conſole herſelf in the beſt manner 
| poſſible with her relations in England. 


As an Actor he has no merit. In 


thoſe walking Genilemen who muſt be 
conſidered as neceſſary to carry on the 
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; that we often ſee the one produced by the 


other. Valuable preſents gen 


e reſult of that pl 


the ſame rule holds good with men; 


Mr. ILIrrE is an in 
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3 and love follows 


pleaſe 


fair ſex, as much as encomiums on 
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PALMER, who many years officiated as 
Houſe-keeper to the celebrated Mrs. 
CRAwTrOoRDp. That eminent Actreſs 
ſhewed great partiality for our heroine, 
and while a child ſne brought her forward 
as Prince Arthur, in King John, and 
and other ſuch little a ak at t Drury- 
pan 5 
As N Ris W in —_ 
Au CxAwronn, (then Mrs. BaRR Y) 
took great delight in inſtructing her in 
different parts of education; ſhe engaged 
A Muſic-maſter, and other T utors, and 
in every reſpe& treated her as her own 
child. Nor did ſhe. intend her for the 
Stage, as being too dangerous an ordeal 
for the virtue of a young girl. But her 
mind being bent on the Drama, ſhe eloped 


— 


from her patroneſs, and commenced Ac» 
treſs, in a country Company inthe Vet 
of England. _ * 

Or her paſſion for fpouting might 


the neceſſaries of life; but her 
enthuſiaſm. made her forget every di. 
calty. - She was at Brighton duri 
firſt Summer 5 10 8 Mr. Juzees' s. 
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* 5 who, vent ih the name of 
WiLLIAaMEs, had lone, been ſeeretly 


pany, by eser without.a oo 
to carry. him to another. Miſs PALMER E 
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5 the ten pound bote the had fo long been 
faving. 5 
This act of generoſity afefted Mr. | 
II ITE extremely; he profeſſed the ut- 
moſt gratitude, and was anxious to know 
how he ſhould repay the obligation. The 
behaviour of the Lady tufficiently be- 
trayed her fondneſs; and as he anticipated 
great happineſs from this proof of her af- 
fection, and her character was untainted 
by calumny, he offered her his hand, 
which it is ſuppoſed v was very readily _ 
cepted. | 
Prom Brig ere to Shef.. 
field, where "they were married, 'Mr. 
Peu the Manager, giving the Lady 
away. They performed: a few nights in 


Bheffels, and then went to Edinburgh, | 
Webs Mrs: Iiir E was very fuccefsful in - 
vocal characters; a circumſtance that re- 
flects no great honour on the mufical taſte 
1 * anclionice. e EE 

2 „5G In 


In the fallowing. Auer ſhe was Sa 
caged ; in Vauxhall, London, a place. for 
which her manner and ſtrength of lungs. : 
was very well adapted, She was generally 
approved by thofe whoO liſten to the ſing- 
ing there; but the ſoon diſcovered that it 
was not a ſituation in which ſhe was 
likely to acquire any profeſſional repura- 
tion. She obtained an eſtabliſiment at {il 
the Haymarket. in 780. where ſhe has — 
perlonated a variety of muſical parts, but | | 
without eclat; nor would (he be put o = 
forward, were, there Singers of any cele , - 
brity jAt that Theatre. Her perſon is - 8 | it 
thick and ſhort ; her countenance and de- ? : 1 
meanor vulgar; ; and to vocal refinement. | = 
or delicacy the is aa uiter ſtranger ;—ſhe. do 
has, however, a ſtrong clear voice, and an 
uſeful Sow of confidence on the Stage. . 
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NOTWITHSTANDING every es- 
trical hero reports himſelf to have been a 
Gentleman previouſly to his debut on the 
; Stage, there are very few who were really 
entitled to that bonourable appellation by. 
their rank in Society. But the diſciples 
of Theſpis are eager to appear as great in 
their private as in their public capacity ; ; 
and nothing is more mortifying than any 
thing th:t reminds them of their former 
indigence, or plebeian een 44 3A . 5 
that richly merits derifion. | 
Mr. ILIE may juſtly boaſt of more | 
reſpeRability of private character than the 
1 8 bulk 
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bull of his ootemporariges- His father is: 
a. Clergyman, and, we believe, Curate of 
We nents, n. Our hero bad a 


while a ni At the. ——— of at 
3 Due an ee 
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- With many. leg — — Apen bis 
hands, he naw entered into the alluring 
diflipatians of. the. town. His viſits to 
the Theatres became very frequent; and 
gradually ſoured: at: the mechanical ſame- 

nels of his emplayment- as a Clerk, be. 
conceived. a firang penchant for the Stage; 
4 ſituation in Which be thought be. could 
better gratify his love of pleaſure and ad- 
venture, a8 well as render hioaſelf a con- 
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lations, he therefore ſet eff . „eb 
and the better to conceal his retreat, he 
umed the name of WILLIANME 8. -His 
ſueceſs was not very flattering; it was 
ſuch as the majority of Stage · ſtruck youths 
experience. He was, lore, Welles, 
as one who promiſed well. ne nl 
"OT" owardsthe onclufion of the Brighton 
ſeaſon he quarrelled with the Manager, 
and by being offered the affiftance- of mo- 
ney in his diſtreſs, by Miſs PALMER, a 
Singer in the fame Company, who was i in 
love with him, he was ſo pleafed with her 
| generofity, that he went with her to Shef- 
field, where they were married. From 
thence they went to Edinburgh, where 
his wife was à favourite, and where he 
performed ſeveral characters with ſome 


In the Summer, his * being get 
at Vauxhall, he accompanied her to Lon- 
Son; * recommendations to Mr. 


i, CoLMAN, 


Fi 5 | [7 
O Was 


vourably of his | E | 
| debut at the Hay! t, as Young: — = 


Wo 


in the Tragedy of | Douglas, © 1788. 
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THO fore: will feel the conſeiouſaeſs of. 


their dun talents. hurt at being ovcxlooked. | 


in this Work, and wall to de atk 


ther than not noticed: at all, yet in the opi-: 
nian that a penal af Anecdotes of, eve 

obſcure GARRICK. and Son w 
be fulſome to the readers, we will paſs over 
their wonderful adventures and inimitable 
merits in ſilence. Miſs HARD, how- 
ever, though not riſen to that height that 
ſhould give her a claim to diſtinction, yet 
unfolds ſuch promiſing, though very green 


powers at the Summer Nurſery of the Hay- 


Market, as gives reaſon to hope ſhe will 
one day make a tolerably . fi- 
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moſt honourable of all 
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If an early initiation in theatiicab affairs? 
can prove greatly uſeful to theatrical Can- 


didates, this Lady has had its full advan- 


tage. Her parents long ſought an exiſt- 
and her mother is, if we miſtake not, em- 
ployed in repreſenting the moſt trifling 
characters of Old Women at Drury-L 
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Fhe young mind of Miſs HE ARD gradu- 


ally expanding in ſuch a ſituation, was 
taught to look upon the hiſtrĩ nie as the 
| orps, and panting 

to ſhine a luminary in ſuch a defirable- 
ſphere, ſhe began to emu 
aFARREN and a S1DDONS, as ſoon as her 
inclinations ſiekened at chil 


mens 1 
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Her firſt appearance was at ee 27> 


as the young Duke of York, in Richard the 
Third — character that has introduced 


| innumerable children on the Stage. Her 
articulation and deportment were ſo much. 


W af in . part, that when Mrs. 
81 DDONS | 


te the talents of 
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Hnans was choſen to repreſent the Child, 
in Iſaballa, in his ſtead: and thus we _- 
ſay, that in her ſecond attempt ſhe was 
taken by the hand by our Tons Mel 
pomene, 
: . Heropportunities of W at "Navy 
| ry-Lane were confined merely to the parts 
of children; but at the Haymarket ſhe has 
been permitted to come forward in cha · 
racters of a more important deſcription. In 
young. giddy girls, and ſhort nenen. 
as ſhe is eee has a pretty gathers. 
manner, a pleaſant voice, and agreeable ap- 
pearance, fne may probably arrive at ſome. 
AR eminence. | 


Ar Jo. 


O attain excellence in dramatie - 
requires natural abilities, both 
conceiving the various characters a 
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